
READ 6420 
Literacy Development and Instruction in Early Childhood 

Spring, 2008 (online) 
 
Instructor:       Course Assistant: 
Dr. Joanne Ratliff      Amy Wilson 
309 Aderhold       aawilson@uga.edu  
ph: 542-4081 
email: jratliff@uga.edu 
 
Required Texts: 
Barone, D. M., & Morrow, L. M. (2003).  Literacy and young children: Research-based 
     practices. New York: Guilford Press. 
 
Lyon, A., & Moore, P. (2003).  Sound systems: Explicit, systematic phonics in early  
     literacy contexts. Portland, ME: Stenhouse. 
 
Parkes, B. (2000).  Read it again!: Revisiting shared reading. Portland, ME: Stenhouse. 
 
Rog, L. J. (2003).  Guided reading basics: Organizing, managing, and implementing a  
     balanced literacy program in K-3. Portland, ME: Stenhouse.  
 
 
Course Overview:  In this course you will have opportunities to  

• Explore your own literacy 
• Read and respond to professional literature 
• Be a co-learner in acquiring knowledge of early literacy development PreK-3 
• Participate in professional development activities 

 
Course Prerequisites: 

• Reasonable proficiency with computer, including using email and word 
processing programs 

• UGA MyID 
• Frequent and reliable access to computer in order to complete the course to 

satisfaction of the instructor.  If you lack access to a computer with a high speed 
internet connection, it is highly recommended that you defer taking this course 
until you have access or take the on-campus section. 

 
Course Requirements:                                                     
Completion of 8 Modules (10 points each)  
Program/Materials Review (15 points)  
Final Reflection  (5 points)  
 
Grading Scale:   96-100=A     90-95=A-     86-89=B+     81-85=B     77-80=B-      
Below 77 is a C+ or lower. 
 



Modules 
This course is divided into eight modules.  You have approximately two weeks to 
complete each module.  Please be sure to keep checking the WebCT calendar for due 
dates, when a module begins and ends, etc.  A module will be closed at nine p.m. of the 
final day.  No assignments will be accepted after the module closes. 
 
Each module will have readings and assignments.  Participation is absolutely essential.  
This class is intended to be interactive and how much we learn depends on the 
community we form in cyberspace.  You will be expected to post at least twice to the 
bulletin board for each module related to the textbook readings.  The postings should 
relate to the readings, be reflective, and can include responses to the postings of the 
instructor, the assistant, or other students in the course.  These postings must be 
substantive, state or support an issue, or add a new perspective to the discussion.  Most 
modules will have guiding questions to help you think about our topic.   
 
Use good “netiquette”: 

• Check the discussion frequently so that your responses are timely and on the topic 
• Focus on one subject per message and use titles that are self-explanatory 
• While disagreement is fine, avoid judgment comments that may be taken 

personally 
• Include quotes, references, page numbers, and sources whenever possible 
• Vague or general comments may be interpreted as a sign that you haven’t read the 

material. 
• Humor is fine but can be misinterpreted without face-to-face cues. 

 
Review of a Published Program/Materials   
With a partner, review a published program or materials available to teachers of young 
readers and writers to determine their value for literacy instruction.  It can be a program 
or materials used in your school or a new program/materials that you would like to 
investigate (Accelerated Reader, Reading Renaissance, Four Blocks, Success for All, 
Saxon Phonics, etc).  Try to determine if there is research to support the 
program/materials (research done on the program), if it is research based (constructed 
based on research in literacy), both, or neither.  
 
Create a Powerpoint presentation reporting your findings and information on the program 
that includes the following information: 

• Name of program/materials, age appropriate for, focus of program/materials, 
brief description of the instruction and time needed to implement 

• Review of research support/base OR statement about search done and what the 
results indicate 

• Pros and Cons of the program/materials 
• Personal recommendation based on the evidence you find 

 
Post your Powerpoint on the Discussion Board labeled Program Review. 
 



Final Reflection 
You will write a final reflection on your learning in this course.  Directions will be posted 
with the last module. 
 
 
 
Course Content: 
MODULE DATES  TOPICS READINGS 
1 Jan 7-18 WebCT Introduction and 

Course Overview; 
Materials Review; 
Intro to CTELL; 
Intro to Early Literacy 

 Ch. 2, 3, 4, 6 B&M 

2 Jan 19-Feb 1 Teaching the Alphabet, 
Alphabetic Principle; 
Concepts About Stories 
and Print; 
Auditory and Visual 
Discrimination 

Ch. 7, 8 B&M 

 Jan 21 ML King Day-no classes  
3 Feb 2-15 Language Experience; 

Oral Reading Strategies 
Ch. 9, 10 B&M 
 

4 Feb 16-29 Phonemic Awareness and 
Phonics  

Lyon & Moore 
Ch 10 R 
(review 7, 8 B&M) 

5 March 1-19 Teaching Vocabulary in 
the Primary Grades 

Ch 11 R 

 March 10-14 SPRING BREAK  
6 March 20-

April 2 
Reading To, With, and By 
Children 

Ch 1-9 R, 
Parkes 

7 April 3-16 Comprehension of 
Narrative and Expository 
Texts; Developing Fluent 
Readers  

Ch. 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15 B&M, 
Ch. 12, 13, 14 R 

 April 7 PROGRAM/MATERIALS 
REVIEW DUE 

 

8 April 17-28 Creating a Classroom for 
Literacy Instruction 

Ch. 16 B&M 
 

 May 5 FINAL REFLECTION 
DUE 
COURSE EVALUATION 

 

 



 
Technology Helplet 

Created by Rachel J. Pinnow, 2002; updated 12.04.04  

How do I post to the Discussions area in WebCT?  

How do I post to an individual folder in the Discussions area of 
WebCT?  

How do I post a document I composed in Word into a message 
in WebCT?  

How do I download an attached file in WebCT?  

How do the links operate in this course?  
  

Posting to the Discussions area of WebCT 
The WebCT "Discussions" area is m ade up of m any " folders" . Each of 
these folders has been st rategically named according to the t it le of 
your m odule. Thus, m ake sure that  you post  your assignment to the 
correct  folder.  

To post to the Discussions area:  

1. Click on the word "Discussions" on the Navigat ion bar to your left . 
This will take you to the Discussions area.  

2. Once you are inside the "Discussions" area, click on "Com pose 
Discussion Message". This will take you to the com pose m essage 
screen.  

3. When com posing a m essage to be posted to the Discussions area, 
f irst  choose your topic. Please be mindful as choosing the incorrect  
topic area will post  your m essage to the incorrect  discussion area, 
which m ay result  in lost  part icipat ion points.  

4. After choosing your topic, t ype in your subject.  

5. Now sim ply place your cursor in the blank "m essage" screen and 
begin typing.  

6. PLEASE NOTE: I f you have already typed your m essage or 
docum ent in Word (or a sim ilar program )  and sim ply want  to copy it  



into the m essage box, all you m ust do during this step is copy your 
docum ent in Word, place your cursor inside the 'm essage' box, right 
click your m ouse and choose "paste" .  

Posting to an individual folder in WebCT  
You can post  to any discussion folder by entering that  folder ( just  click 
on it )  where you will be given the exact  sam e message post ing screen 
as in the 'com pose' opt ion. I f you would rather enter into a folder in 
order to post  your inform at ion, sim ply click on the t it le of the folder 
and post  according to the inst ruct ions above.  
 
Posting a message in Discussions area of WebCT via an original 

Word document:  
All students are encouraged to type their docum ents in Word first  in 
order to preserve spelling and gram m ar integrity of writ ten 
docum ents.  

I f you have already typed your m essage or docum ent in Word (or a 
sim ilar program )  and want to copy it  into the m essage box, copy your 
docum ent in Word, place your cursor inside the WebCT 'message' box 
(either in the Discussions area or a folder) , right click your m ouse, 
choose paste and this will copy your Word docum ent  into the m essage 
window. Now click on WebCT's "post "  opt ion at  the bot tom of the page 
to post  your message.  

Downloading an attachment in WebCT 
1. Click on the discussion m essage with the at tached file that  you want 
to access.  

2. Once the m essage opens, click on the large paper clip with the 
words "See attached" .  

3. Next , click on the small circle to the left  of the file t it le then click 
on the "Download"  but ton.  

4. Your com puter will then ask you where you want to save the 
docum ent , so all you need to do is direct  the file where you want it  
saved.  

Links  
Please note that  all links leading to web sites outside of this course will 
open in new browser windows. However, links that  are internal to this 
course will open in the sam e browser window or in a WebCT browser 
window.  



 


