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READ 6060 
 Content Area Li teracies  

Course Outline 
Spr ing 2008 

 
Class:  Thursdays, 5:00pm-7:45pm 
Meeting Room: 319 Aderhold Hall                   Office: 309L Aderhold Hall         
Instructor:  Dr. Jennifer Graff                    Office Phone:  542-3811         
Email* :  jgraff@uga.edu or wagamama36@msn.com      Consultation Hours: Thursdays 2:00pm-   
                                                                                                                                4:30pm and/or by appt.     
*Email is the most efficient method of communication                                          
  
Course Overview 
This course will involve an exploration of the theories and instructional strategies that either have or 
have the potential to enhance individualsÕ reading, writing, speaking, and listening in the content areas.  
Throughout this course, we will investigate what constitutes literacy/ies within the world of adolescents 
and school.  Such inquiries will include personal experiences and expectations of literacy achievement, 
contemporary investigations of research, theories, experiences of professionals in the field, and how 
school-based practices support and/or challenge published research on literacy in the content areas. 
These inquiries, as transactional processes, are expected to expand our individual and collective notions 
of literacy, especially in the content areas. Given the emphasis of content area literacy in grades 4-12, 
this course is geared towards those who have worked, are working, or will work with individuals in 
grades 4-12. Class members whose interests are at the primary/early elementary or collegiate level will 
have to modify the material to their particular situation so they gain the most possible from this course. 
 
Course Objectives 
After taking this course, you should be better able to . . . 

¥ encapsulate what literacy/ies can involve in adolescentsÕ personal and academic worlds and how 
those two worlds can be intertwined in the content area classrooms 

¥ discuss theories, research, and strategies used when teaching content area 
 materials and concepts 

¥ apply those theories, research, and strategies to issues that might occur in the classroom  
 
Important Facets of the Course 
Structural Flexibility 
Inquiry-based courses necessitate flexibility. Therefore this syllabus is considered a course outline and is 
not set in stone. Our questions and discussions might lead us down different pedagogical and theoretical 
pathways than originally intended. Therefore, this outline is subject to change as we progress through 
the semester and such changes will be discussed in advance as much as possible and as needed.  
 
Cognitive Flexibility 
Just as the class structure is flexible, so should be our understandings. As we probe, discuss, and learn, 
additional questions can arise from our new understandings. Please know that uncertainty will probably 
exist throughout this course and that uncertainty is not only OK, it is often necessary for new 
understandings to occur. Through dialogue, which involves diplomatic questioning of our and othersÕ 
stances, we can expect to augment our knowledge base and sense of competency and self-efficacy 
regarding content area literacies.  
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Reliable Computer  and Internet Accessibility 
All assignments will be submitted electronically. Therefore, it is imperative that you have consistent and 
reliable access to a personal computer and the Internet. If you do not own a personal computer, there are 
computer labs in Aderhold Hall, as well as other campus locations.  If this aspect of the course will be 
problematic, please see me during the first week of classes.  
 
Primary Methods of Instruction 
The primary methods of instruction in this course will be whole and small group discussion.  Individual 
and partner-based inquiry assignments and cooperative learning will also be a part of this course.  There 
may also be some lecture-oriented sessions throughout the semester.  
 
Required Texts 
Textbooks:  
Beers, K., Probst, R. E., & Rief, L. (Eds.) (2007). Adolescent literacy: Turning promise into practice.  
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann 
 
Ar ticles &  Book Chapters 
Many assigned articles are available online through UGAÕs Galileo system. Articles and additional book 
chapters not available through Galileo will be available through Course Reserve, at the OIT office at 232 
Aderhold Hall, or will be distributed in class. These articles and book chapters are listed on and after the 
course schedule beginning on page 9 of this syllabus. 
 
Important Information 
Students with Disabilities/Who Require Accommodations: 
Students requesting classroom accommodations should first provide UGAÕs Disability Resource Center 
[http://www.dissvcs.uga.edu/] with all necessary documentation and then schedule an appointment to 
speak with me.  If accommodations are needed but are not covered through the Disability Resource 
Center, schedule an appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss the circumstances.  
 
Academic Honesty 
All academic work must meet the standards contained in UGAÕs ÒA Culture of HonestyÓ policy 
(http://www.uga.edu/honesty/ahpd/culture_honesty.htm). Each student is responsible to inform 
themselves about those standards before performing any academic work. 
 
UGA Inclement Weather Policy 
Please be aware of the UGA Inclement Weather Policy regarding possible closings of the university 
http://www.uga.edu/iws/faculty_resources/UGA_Inclement_Weather_Policy.pdf). This policy stipulates 
that there will be one of three announcements in the event of inclement weather: UGA is open, UGA is 
closed, or UGA will delay opening until a specific time. If, according to this policy, UGA is ÒopenÓ 
during the time scheduled for READ 3530, class will be held. However, please use your best judgment 
regarding coming to class. Try to inform me prior to class if you will not be attendance.  
 
Cell Phone Policy 
Please be sure to have your cell phones turned off during class. If you need to keep your cell phone on 
for emergency purposes, please be sure to keep it on a silent or vibrate setting.  
 
Timeframe for Response Policy 
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While I will try to respond to your email inquiries as quickly as possible, there are times when I may not 
have automatic access to the Internet or times when I am not at a computer due to other work 
commitments. Generally speaking you should hear from me no later than 24 hours after you have sent an 
email on weekdays.  If there will be an extended delay in responding to you (i.e. I am out of the country 
for work and will have limited access to the Internet), I will alert you in advance of this situation. 
Similarly, if I request your response to an email I have sent during the week, I anticipate a response 
within 24 hours. Please see me during the first week of classes if you feel this cannot occur so we can 
discuss it. 
 
Assignment Submission Policy 
All work should be submitted on time and in the manner required. Work submitted one day late will 
result in a 5-point reduction.  Any work not turned in 24 hours past the deadline will be accepted but 
will not garner any points.  If there are extenuating circumstances that might prevent on-time 
submissions, please contact me as soon as possible to discuss this.  
 

Course Requirements Overview 
1. Class Attendance and Participation 
Class attendance and participation are important elements in the learning process in this class. Because 
the course material is typically taught and communicated through class activities and discussions, and 
with our limited amount of meeting time, attendance and participation are crucial for a more 
comprehensive understanding of course material.  Absences would therefore diminish the quality of this 
class for you and the other class members.  Consequently, full attendance and punctuality are expected 
for all scheduled classes. Full attendance means being present in class with all necessary class 
materials, class assignments ready for submission, and active participation in class and online 
discussions and activities. Active participation does not include text messaging, using Facebook, 
MySpace, or other online activities unrelated to this particular class.  
 
If you are late more than twice during the semester or you do not meet the aforementioned requirements 
for being in attendance on more than two occasions, 2 points will be deducted from your overall earned 
point total.  
 
Excessive absences (6 hours or more for a 3 credit course) will result in a full grade deduction. If you 
have concerns regarding regularly attending class, please schedule an appointment to speak with me as 
soon as possible.  I will not discuss excessive absenteeism after the fact unless it involves an extreme 
emergency (i.e. hospital stay, etc.).   
 
 
2. Initial Conception of L iteracy (15 points) 
In essay format and in no more than 6 pages (typed, titled, paginated, and double spaced), please answer 
the following questions: ÒHow do you conceptualize literacy and in what ways are you a literate 
person?  What constitutes literacy in your preferred content area?Ó   
 
Submit this to me via my UGA email account [jgraff@uga.edu] no later than 6pm Wednesday (the day 
before class meets). Be sure to include your last name and first initial, title of this assignment, and the 
due date, as the file name (i.e. graffj_initialconceptliteracy_01.14.08). Be sure to bring a copy of your 
essay to class.  
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3. Text Analysis Project (25 points total) 
For this assignment, you will select a particular content area and investigate the variety of texts currently 
adopted and/or used in the Georgia public school system.  You will select three texts (two print-based 
texts and one Internet-based text) and analyze a) the readability levels of the texts and b) the dominant 
text structures in those texts.  More information about this assignment will be distributed in class.  
 
4. Independent Research Project (30 points) 
For this assignment each class member will identify one particular aspect s/he would like to further 
investigate within a particular content area (i.e. social studies, music, art, science, math, etc.). Possible 
projects can be: 

a) An in-depth investigation of a particular aspect of a content area (i.e. how to successfully build 
studentsÕ vocabulary within the field of science; how to incorporate technology into your math 
instruction, etc.). 

 
b) A case study involving your teaching practices and/or an in-depth study of a particular student. 

(i.e. documentation on how you modified your instructional practices to meet the instructional 
needs of your student while adhering to the academic demands of the content area subject). 

 
c) The creation of an instructional unit or text set for a particular content area that involves 

multimedia and a diverse set of texts in terms of subject matter, stance, readability, text 
structure/format, etc.  This unit or text set needs to be original. Any ÒborrowingÓ will result in an 
automatic 0 for the project. If you are unsure if you are ÒborrowingÓ instructional units or text set 
ideas, please contact me and weÕll discuss it.     

 
d) Your own idea that has been discussed with me prior to the deadlineÑ February 14, 2008. 

  
You must have selected your topic by February 14, 2008. Please submit your topic choice to me via 
email by 8pm. You are encouraged to select your topic earlier than February 14 so that you may have 
more time for creative thought, implementation, and revisions. More information about this assignment 
with specific rubrics created for each type of project will be distributed in class  
 
5.  Final Project (30 points total) 
This culminating assignment will be discussed in detail in class.  
 
6. LiveJournal Reading Conversation Groups  
Each week a group of approximately four class members are to converse about the weekly assigned 
readings using the online forum LiveJournal. Group selections will occur during the second class. This 
online discussion forum is based on the idea that as one composes one engages in critical thought and 
continues to negotiate meaning and develop understanding. Additionally, it is fueled by the belief that 
thought and understanding, as expressed through language, is socially constructed, dialogic, and 
transactional in nature. Consider your LiveJournal conversations a precursor to our in-class discussions 
and a means by which you can present your thoughts, questions, and wonderings about the course 
content and your responses to others in a professional and courteous manner.  My hope is that this 
discussion medium will enable us to experiment with a variety of literacies that are enacted both in and  
 
outside of school and are connected to the various content areas. Additionally I hope this medium will 
help us explore the course themes, build more refined understandings, and generate new inquiries.  
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While I will not be grading these conversations, I will be reading your conversations and chiming in on 
occasion. If I determine that the conversations are not meeting the course expectations listed below, I 
will send the group a comment on how to alter the conversations so that the course expectations are met. 
If, after my first request the conversations continue to not meet course expectations, I reserve the right to 
deduct 3 points per conversation. I will deduct no more than 12 points total for the LiveJournal 
conversations.  
 
LiveJournal Conversation Expectations 

1. Everyone should contribute to the conversation at least once beyond their initial commentary.  
2. Conversations should occur before 9pm Wed. evening, the night before class.  
3. Conversations should be professional and courteous and focus on the content of this course 
4. Your conversations need to include 

a. specific references to the weekly readings  
b. thoughtful statements, wonderings, challenges, concerns, insights, etc. to the text and/or 

ideas offered by other class members 
c. connections to other texts you read for this class or elsewhere. Explicitly connect the 

texts and note similarities, differences, etc. between the two   
AND/OR 
d. specific personal experiences as a student, teacher, etc. that relate to the readings 

 
Your conversations can and are encouraged to include  

a. photos 
b. audio files / podcasts /music 
c. artwork 
d. written journals with hyperlinks 
e. other  

 
Remember, if you are responding to a class memberÕs comment, question, etc. be sure to explicitly state 
who and what you are referencing or responding to.  
 
Note: If the online venue for our reading conversations does not appear to be positively contributing to 
our inquiry and knowledge-building process, we will revisit this aspect of the course as a group.  
 
Assignment Submission Requirements 
Since class submissions will be electronic, unless otherwise noted, the following process will occur. 
Your assignments should be sent to my UGA email, unless otherwise noted. When you submit 
something to me, you will receive an e-mail receipt notification within 24 hours. If you do not receive an 
e-mail receipt confirmation from me within 24 hours then I did not receive your document, even if you 
did send it to me. There are times when items wander through cyberspace (I have quite a few first-hand 
experiences with this).  If this happens, forward your original email to me, double-checking the email 
address.  Additionally, servers can often decide to go offline at times when we wish to send something. 
Therefore, I highly suggest you plan on submitting your work earlier, rather than later. Just as stating  
 
your printer ran out of ink or paper is often not an acceptable excuse for late work in other classes, so 
too is stating that you couldnÕt send something because the server was down. That reason will not 
necessarily be a viable excuse for late submission. You can also save your assignment on a USB 
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key/flash drive/jump drive and then upload it to my laptop in class. See me if you have serious concerns 
about this.  
 
When you submit something to me as an email attachment through my UGA email account, please name 
your file the following way [Last name first initial assignment name_due date]. For example, if I were to 
submit my initial conception of literacy as a Word document, I would name my file 
[graffj_initialconceptliteracy_01.14.08].  I strongly suggest you always keep back-up copies of your 
work and of emails sent to me for security purposes.  
 
If you wish to post something to LiveJournal for my and your eyes only, please alert me via email to my 
UGA account immediately before or after you post. I will reply to your email alert within 24 hours if 
sent during the week.  
 
Assignment Points Review & Grading Scale  
Course grades are based on the cumulative points earned throughout the course. The grades, with 
corresponding point ranges, are below. Please note that rounding up will not occur. So even if you earn 
93.5 points, it will still be considered an A- and will not be rounded up to 94 points (A).  
 

  

 
 
 

  Course Assignments Points 
1 Initial Conception of L iteracy  15 

2 Text Analysis  25 
3 Independent Research Project 30 
4 Final Project 30 
  Total Points 100 

Points Earned 
 

Grading Scale 
 (Not Rounded) 

94-100 A 
90-93 A- 
87-89 B+ 
84-86 B 
80-83 B- 
75-79 C+ 
74-76 C 
73-70 C- 
65-69 D 
0-64 F 
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Course Schedule 
Readings are listed by week below this course schedule 

 
AL stands for our Adolescent Literacy: Turning Promise to Practice textbook 

Class 
# 

Class 
Meeting 

Date 
Class Focus Readings Completed by 

Class Meeting 
Assignments Due  

1 1/10/08 Syllabus 
Overview 

N/A N/A 

2 1/17/08 
What Is Literacy 
and Content Area 
Literacy? 

Week 2 Readings (#1-3):  
1. AL: Chapter 1 
2. Draper et al 
3. Norris &  Phillips 

Li teracy Conceptual 
Paper submitted by 6pm 
Wednesday 
 
 

3 1/24/08 What Does It 
Mean To Read?  

 
Week 3 Readings (#4-6) 
4. Alexander 
5. Friere 
6. Wallace &  Clark 
 

LiveJournal Conversations 

4 1/31/08 
Cultural and 
Linguistic 
Diversity 

Week 4 Readings (#7-8) 
7. Moje et al. 
8. Nieto 

LiveJournal Conversations 

5 2/7/08 
Youth 
Culture/Funds of 
Knowledge 

Week 5 Readings (#9-11) 
9. AL Chapter 3 
10. Sutherland et al 
11. Stevens 

LiveJournal Conversations 
 

6 2/14/08 Multiliteracies/ 
New Literacies 

Week 6 Readings (#12-14) 
12. AL Chapter 10  
13. AL Chapter 14 
14. Grisham & Wolsey 

LiveJournal Conversations 
 
Independent Research 
Topic Due 

7 2/21/08 Engagement &  
Texts 

 
Week 7 Readings (#15-17) 
15. AL Chapter 6 
16. AL Chapter 15 
17. TovaniÑ Ch.4 
18.  

LiveJournal Conversations 
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8 

2/28/08  
Mid-
term 
Week  

Text Structure/ 
Domain 
Knowledge 

Week 8 Readings (#18-20) 
19. Jetton & Alexander  
20. Stahl &  Shanahan 
21. Unsworth  

LiveJournal Conversations 
 
 

9 3/6/08  
Domain 
Knowledge/ 
Vocabulary 

Week 9 Readings (#21-23) 
22. AL Chapter 7 
23. Edwards et al. 
24. Harmon, Hedrick & 

Wood 
 

LiveJournal Conversations 
 
 

10 3/13/08 SPRI NG BREAKÑ NO CLASS. Have a safe and enjoyable week!  

11 3/20/08 Comprehension 

Week 11 Readings (#24-26) 
25. AL: Chapter 4 
26. AL: Chapter 5 
27. Brooks 

LiveJournal Conversations 
Text Analysis Project Due 

12 3/27/08 Comprehension/ 
writing 

Week 12 Readings (#27-29) 
28. AL: Chapter 13 
29. AL: Chapter 9 
30. Farnan &  Fearn  

LiveJournal Conversations 
 

13 4/03/08 Assessment 
Week 13 Readings (#30-31) 
30. AL: Chapter 17 
31. Conley Ch. 4  

LiveJournal Conversations 
 
 
 

14 4/10/08 Successes &  
Challenges 

Week 14 Readings (#32-37) 
32. AL: Chapter 18 
33. Fang et al 
34. Kist 

LiveJournal Conversations 
 
Independent Research 
Projects Due 
 

15 4/17/08 
Flex Day: This day is reserved for the possibility of extended discussion and 

investigation of particular concepts, issues, etc. 
  

16 4/28/08 
Last Day of Class--Submit your fi nal assignment and complete course 

evaluations 
  

N/A 5/06/08 Exam Date (3:30-6:30pm) 
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Week 2 Readings: What Is L iteracy and Content Area Literacy? 
1. AL: Ch 1: The Measure of Our Success (p. 1-13) 
2. Draper, R. J., Smith, L. K., Hall, K. M., & Siebert, D. (2005). What's more important--literacy or 

content?" Confronting the literacy-content dualism. Action in Teacher Education, 27(2), 12-21  
3.  Norris, S. P., & Phillips, N. M. (2003). How literacy in its fundamental sense is central to scientific 

literacy. Science Education, 87, 224-240. 
 
Week 3 Readings: What Does I t Mean To Read? 
4. Alexander, P. A. (2005). The path to competence: A lifespan developmental perspective on reading. 

Journal of Literacy Research, 37(4), 413-436.  
5. Friere, P. (1983). The importance of the act of reading. Journal of Education, 165(1), 5-11. 
6. Wallace, F. H., & Clark, K. K. (2005). Reading stances in Mathematics: Positioning students and 

texts. Action in Teacher Education, 27(2), 68-79. 
 
Week 4 Readings: Cultural and Linguistic Diversity 
7. Moje, E. B., Ciechanowski, K. M., Kramer, K., Ellis, L., Carrillo, R., & Collazo, T. (2004). Working 

toward third space in content area literacy: An examination of everyday funds of knowledge and 
discourse. Reading Research Quarterly, 39(1), 38-70.  

8. Nieto, S. (2006). Language, literacy, and culture: Intersections and implications. In H. Luria, D. M. 
Seymour, & T. Smoke (Eds.) Language and Linguistics in Context: Readings and Applications 
for Teachers (pp. 315-332.). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

 
Week 5 Readings: Youth Culture/Funds of Knowledge 
9. AL: Ch 3: Multiliterate Youth in the Time of Scientific Reading Instruction 
10. Sutherland, L. M., Botzakis, S., Moje, E. B., & Alvermann, D. E. (2008). Drawing on Youth 

Cultures in Content Learning and Literacy. In D. Lapp, J. Flood, & N. Farnan (Eds.), Content 
Area Reading and Learning: Instructional Strategies (pp. 133-156.) New York: Lawrence 
Erlbaum Associates 

11. Stevens, L.P. (2001). South Park and society: Instructional and curricular implications of popular 
culture in the classroom. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 44, 548-555.   

  
Week 6 Readings: Multiliteracies/New Literacies 
12.  AL: Ch 10: Teaching Language Arts in a ÒFlatÓ World. 
13.  AL: Ch 14: Unleashing Potential with Emerging Technologies 
14. Grisham, D. L., & Wolsey, T. D. (2008). Literacy and technology instruction in the content areas. In 

D. Lapp, J. Flood, & N. Farnan (Eds.), Content Area Reading and Learning: Instructional 
Strategies (pp. 381-401.) New York: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates 

 
Week 7 Readings: Engagement &  Texts 
15. AL: Ch 6: Of Times, Teens, and Books 
16. AL: Ch. 15: Making It Matter through the Power of Inquiry 
17. Tovani, C. (2004). Real rigor: Connecting students with accessible text (Ch.4). In Do I Really Have 

to Teach Reading? (pp.37-49). Portland, ME: Stenhouse. 
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Week 8 Readings: Text Structures/Domain Knowledge 
18.  Jetton, T. L., & Alexander, P. A. (2004). Domains, teaching, and literacy. In T. L. Jetton and J. A. 

Dole (Eds.), Adolescent Literacy Research and Practice (pp. 15-39). New York: The Guilford 
Press. 

19. Stahl, S. A. & Shanahan, C. (2004). Learning to think like a historian: Disciplinary knowledge 
through critical analysis of historical documents. In T. L. Jetton and J. A. Dole (Eds.), Adolescent 
Literacy Research and Practice (pp.94-115). New York: The Guilford Press. 

20.  Unsworth, L, (2001). Distinguishing the literacies of social sciences and humanities (Ch. 7). In 
Teaching Multiliteracies across the Curriculum (pp. 113-147). Philadelphia, PA: Open 
University Press. 

 
Week 9 Readings: Domain Knowledge/Vocabulary 
21.  AL: Ch 7: Mastering the Art of Effective Vocabulary Instruction 
22.  Edwards, E. C., Font, G., Baumann, J. F., & Boland, E. (2004). Unlocking word meanings: 

Strategies and guidelines for teaching morphemic and contextual analysis. In J. F. Baumann & E. 
J. Kame'enui (Eds.). Vocabulary instruction: Research to practice (pp. 159-176.) New York: The 
Guilford Press.  

23.  Harmon, J. M., & Hedrick, W. B. (2005). Research on vocabulary instruction in the content areas: 
Implications for struggling readers. Reading & Writing Quarterly, 21, 261-280.  

 
Week 11 Readings: Comprehension 
24. AL: Ch 4: The Essence of Understanding 
25. AL: Ch. 8: English Language Learners in the Classroom 
26. Brooks, W. (2006). Reading representations of themselves: Urban youth use culture and African 
            American textual features to develop literary understandings. Reading Research Quarterly,  
            41(3), 372-392. 
 
Week 12 Readings: Comprehension/Wr iting  
27. AL: Ch. 13: Writing: Commonsense Matters 
28: AL: Ch. 9: One Teacher to One Student with One Powerful Strategy   
31. Farnan, N. & Fearn, L. (2008). Writing in the disciplines: More than writing across the curriculum. 
         In D. Lapp, J. Flood, & N. Farnan (Eds.) Content Area Reading and Learning: Instructional 
              Strategies (pp.403-423). New York: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
 
Week 13 Readings: Assessment 
30. AL: Ch. 17: Thinking through Assessment 
31. Conley, M. (2008).  Ongoing assessment (Ch. 4). In Content Area Literacy: Learners in Context 
              (pp.84-122). Boston: Pearson. 
 
Week 14 Readings: Successes and Chal lenges 
32. AL: Ch 18: Effective Teachers, Effective Instruction 
33.  Fang, Z., Lamme, L., Pringle, R., Patrick, J., Sanders, J., Zmach, C., Charbonnet, S., & Henkel, M. 

(2008). Integrating reading into middle school science: What we did, found and learned. 
International Journal of Science Education, 1, 1-23. 

34.  Kist, W. (2005). Final thoughts: My grandchildrenÕs time zone. In New Literacies in Action: 
Teaching and Learning in Multiple Media (pp. 126-145). New York: Teachers College Press. 


