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READ 6060

Content Area Literaces
Course Outline

Spring 2008
Class: Thursdays, 5:00pm7:450m
Meeting Room: 319 Aderhold Hall Office: 309 Aderhold Hall
Instructor: Dr. Jennifer Graff Office Phone: 542-3811
Email*: jgraff @ugaedu or wagamama36@msn.com  Consultation Hours: Thursdays 2:00pm

4:30pm and/or by appt
*Email isthemog efficient method of communication

Course Overview

This course will involve an exploration of thetheories and indructiond strategies tha either have or
have the potential to enhance individudsCreading, writing, speaking, and listeningin the content aress.
Throughoutthis course, we will investigate what conditutes literacy/ies within theworld of adolescents
and school. Such inquirieswill indudepersond experiences and expectationsof literacy achievement,
contemporary investigaionsof research, theories, experiences of professondsin thefield, and how
schookbased practices suppot and/or chdlengepublished research onliteracy in the content areas.
These inquiries, as transactiond processes, are expected to expand ourindividud and collective notions
of literacy, especialy in the content areas. Given the emphasis of content area literacy in grades 4-12,
this course is geared towards thos who have worked, are working, or will work with individudsin
grades 4-12. Class members whose interests are at the primary/early elementary or collegiate level will
have to modify the material to thar paticular Situaion so they gan themod possible fromthis course.

Course Objectives
After taking this course, you should be better ableto. . .
¥ encapaulate what literacy/ies can involve in adolescentsOpersond and academic worldsand how
those two worlds can beintertwined in the content area classrooms
¥ discusstheories, research, and strategies used when teaching content area
materials and conaepts
¥ apply those theories, research, and strategies to issues tha might occur in theclassroom

I mportant Facets of the Course

Structural Flexibility

Inquiry-based courses necessitate flexibility. Therefore this syllabusis consdered a course outlineand is
not set in stone Our questionsand discussonsmight lead usdown different pedagogical and theoretical
pathways than origindly intended. Therefore, thisoutlineis subject to changeas we progress through
the semester and such changes will bediscussed in advance as much as possible and as needed.

Cognitive Flexibility

Jud astheclass structure is flexible, so should be our undestandings Aswe probe discuss, and learn,
additiond questionscan arise from our new undestandings Please know tha uncertainty will probebly
exist throughoutthis course and tha uncertainty isnotonly OK, it is often necessary for new
undestandingsto occur. Throughdialogue which involves diplomatic questioning of our and othersO
stances, we can expect to augment our knowledgebase and sense of compeaency and self-efficacy
regarding content area literacies.
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Reliable Computer and Internet Accessibility

All assignments will be submitted electronically. Therefore, it isimperative tha you have consstent and
reliable accessto a persond computer andtheInternet. If you do nat own a persond computer, thereare
computer labsin Aderhold Hall, aswell as other campuslocations If this aspect of the course will be
problematic, please see me during thefirst week of classes.

Primary Methodsof | nstruction

The primary methodsof ingructionin this course will be whole and small groupdiscussion. Individud
and partner-based inquiry assignments and coopeative learning will also bea pat of this course. There
may also be some lecture-oriented sessionsthroughoutthe semester.

Required Texts

Textbooks:

Beers, K., Probg, R. E., & Ri€f, L. (Eds) (2007). Adolescent literacy: Turning promise into practice.
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann

Articles& Book Chapters

Many assigned articles are available onlinethrough UGAQ® Galileo system. Articles and additiond book
chapters not avail able throughGalileo will be available throughCourse Reserve, at the OIT office at 232
Aderhold Hall, or will bedistributed in class. These articles and book chgpters are listed on and after the
course schedule beginning on page 9 of this syllabus

I mportant | nformation

Students with Disabilities’'Who Reguire Accommodations:

Students requesting classroom accommodationsshould first provide UGA @ Disability Resource Center
[hitp://www.dissvcs.ugaedu/] with al necessary documentation and then schedule an appointment to
speak with me. If accommodaionsare needed but are not covered throughthe Disability Resource
Center, schedule an appointment with me as soonas possible to discuss the circumstances.

Academic Honesty

All academic work must meet the standards contained in UGA® QA Culture of HonestyOpolicy
(http://www.ugaeduhonesty/ahpdkulture_honesty.htm). Each student is responsgble to inform
themselves aboutthos standads before performing any academic work.

UGA Inclement Weather Policy

Please be aware of the UGA Indement Weather Policy regarding possible clogngsof theuniversity
http://www.ugaeduliws/faculty resourcesUGA _Indement Weather _Policy.pdf). This policy stipulates
tha there will be oneof three announ@mentsin the event of indement weather: UGA isopen, UGA is
closed, or UGA will dday opening until aspecific time. If, according to this policy, UGA is @penO
during thetime scheduled for READ 353Q class will behdd. However, please use your best judgnent
regarding comingto class. Try to inform me prior to classif you will notbe attendance.

Cell Phone Policy
Please be sure to have your cell phones turned off during class. If you need to keep your cell phoneon
for emergency purposes, please besureto keep it on asilent or vibrate setting.

Timeframe for Response Policy
Note: This course outlineis a general planthat cannotanticipate future fluctuationsin life. Therefore,
modificationsto andor deviationsfromthe course outline may occur.
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While | will try to respondto your email inquiries as quickly as possible, there are times when | may not
have automatic access to the Interng or times when | am notat a computer dueto other work
commitments. Generally speaking you should hear from me no later than 24 hours after you have sent an
email onweekdays. If there will bean extended delay in respondingto you (i.e. | am out of the courtry
for work and will have limited access to the Internet), | will alert you in advance of this situaion.
Similarly, if | request your response to an email | have sent during theweek, | anticipate arespon®
within 24 hous. Please see me during thefirst week of classesif youfeel this cannotoccur so we can
discussit.

Assignment Submission Policy

All work should be submitted ontime andin the manne required. Work submitted oneday late will
result in a 5-point redudion. Any work notturned in 24 hours past the deadline will be accepted but
will notgarner any points. If there are extenuaing circumstances tha might prevent on-time
submissions please contact me as soonas possible to discuss this.

Course Requirements Overview

1. Class Attendance and Participation

Class attendance and participaion are important elements in thelearning process in this class. Because
the course material istypically taughtand communicated throughclass activities and discussions and
with our limited amountof meeting time, attendance and participaion are cruda for amore
comprehengve undestanding of course material. Absences would therefore diminish the qudity of this
classfor you and theother class members. Consquently, full attendance and pundudity are expected
for all scheduled classes. Full attendan@ meansbeing present in class with all necessary class
materials, class assignments readyfor submssion, andactive participationin classandonline
discussions and adivities. Active participaion does notindudetext messaging, usng Facebook,
MySpace, or other online activities unrelated to this particular class.

If you are late more than twice during the semester or you do nat meet the aforementioned requirements
for bengin attendance on more than two occasions 2 points will be deduded from your overall earned
point total.

Excessive absences (6 hours or more for a 3 credit course) will result in afull gradededudion. If you
have concernsregarding regularly attending class, please schedule an appointment to speak with me as
soonas possible. | will notdiscuss excessive absenteeism after thefact unlessit involves an extreme
emergency (i.e. howital stay, etc.).

2. Initial Conception of Literacy (15 points)

In essay format andin nomore than 6 pages (typed, titled, paginaed, and doubk spaced), please answver
thefollowing questions CHow do you conceptualize literacy andin what ways are you a literate
person? What conditutes literacy in your preferred content area?O

Submit thisto me viamy UGA email account[jgraff @ugaedu] no later than 6pmWednesday (the day
before class meets). Be sure to indudeyour last name and first initia, title of this assignment, and the
duedae, asthefile name (i.e. graffj_initialconaeptliteracy 0114.08). Be sure to bring a copy of your

essay to class.

Note: This course outlineis a general planthat cannotanticipate future fluctuationsin life. Therefore,
modificationsto andfbr deviationsfromthe course outline may occur.
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3. Text Analysis Project (25 pointstotal)

For this assignment, you will select a particular content area and investigae thevariety of texts currently
adopied and/or used in the Georgia puldic school system. Youwill select three texts (two print-based
texts and onelnterne-based text) and andyze a) the readability levels of thetexts and b) the domnant
text structuresin those texts. More information about this assignment will bedistributed in class.

4. Independent Research Project (30 points)
For this assignment each class member will identify oneparticular aspect sshewould like to further
investigate within a particular content area (i.e. sodal studies, mudc, art, science, math, etc.). Possible
projects can be
a) Anin-depth investigation of aparticular aspect of a content area (i.e. how to successfully build
studentsOvocabulary within thefield of science; how to incorporate technology into your math
ingruction, etc.).

b) A case study involving your teaching practices and/or an in-depth study of aparticular student.
(i.e. doaumentation on how you modified youringructiond practices to meet theingruciond
needs of your student while adheaing to the academic demandsof the content area subject).

c) Thecreationof aningructiond unit or text set for a paticular content area that involves
multimedia and a diverse set of textsin terms of subject matter, stance, readability, text
structure/format, etc. Thisunit or text set needsto beorigind. Any omrowingQwill result in an
automatic O for theproject. If you are unaure if you are vorrowingOingructiond urits or text set
idess, please contact me and wed discussit.

d) Yourown ideathat has been discussed with me prior to the deadlineN February 14,2008

Y ou mug have selected your topic by February 14, 2008 Please submit your topic choice to me via
email by 8pm You are encouraged to select your topic earlier than February 14 so tha you may have
more time for creative thought implementation, and revisions More information aboutthis assignment
with specific rubrics created for each type of project will bedistributed in class

5. Final Project (30 pointstotal)
This culminaing assignment will bediscussed in detail in class.

6. LiveJournal Reading Conversation Groups

Each week a group of approximately four class members are to convase abouttheweekly assigned
readingsudng theonlineforum LiveJoumal. Group selectionswill occur during the secondclass. This
onlinediscussion forumis based on theideatha as onecomposes oneengagesin critical thoudht and
continues to negotiate meaning and develop undestanding. Additiondly, it isfuded by the bdief tha
thoughtand undestanding, as expressed throughlanguaye, is sodally condructed, dialogic, and
transactiond in nature. Consder your LiveJourmnal convesationsa precursor to our in-class discussions
and a means by which you can present your thoughts, questions and wondeingsaboutthe course
content and your respongs to othersin aprofessond and couteousmanne. My hopeistha this
discussion mediumwill enable usto experiment with a variety of literacies tha are enacted both in and

outside of school and are connected to thevariouscontent areas. Additiondly | hopethis medium will
hdp usexplore the course themes, build more refined undestandings and generate new inquiries.

Note: This course outlineis a general planthat cannotanticipate future fluctuationsin life. Therefore,
modificationsto andfbr deviationsfromthe course outline may occur.
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While I will notbegrading these convasations | will bereading your convasationsand chiminginon
occasion. If | daerminetha the convesationsare not meeting the course expectationslisted bdow, |
will send the groupa comment on how to ater the convesationsso tha the course expectationsare met.
If, after my first request the convasationscontinueto not meet course expectations | reserve therightto
dedud 3 points per convasation. | will dedud nomore than 12 points total for the LiveJoumnal
convasations

LiveJoumd Convesation Expectations
1. Everyoneshould contribute to the conveasation at least once beyondther initial commentary.
2. Convesationsshould occur before 9pmWed. evening, thenight before class.
3. Convesationsshould be professiond and courteous and focus on the content of this course
4. Yourconvasationsneed to indude
a. specific references to the weekly readings
b. thoughtul statements, wonde&ings chalenges, concerns ingghts, etc. to thetext and/or
idess offered by other class members
C. connectionsto other texts youread for this class or elsewhere. Explicitly connect the
texts and note smilarities, differences, etc. between thetwo
AND/OR
d. specific persond experiences as a student, teacher, etc. tha relate to thereadings

Y our convasationscan and are encouraged to indude
a. phobos
b. audio files/ podasts/musc
c. artwork
d. written joumds with hypelinks
e. othe

Remember, if you are responding to a class member@ comment, question, etc. be sure to explicitly state
who and wha you are referencing or responding to.

Note: If theonline venuefor our reading conversationsdoes not appear to be postively contributing to
our inquiry and knowledgebuilding process, we will revisit this agpect of the course asa group.

Assignment Submission Requirements

Since class submissions will be electronic, unless otherwise noted, the following process will occur.

Y our assignments should be sent to my UGA email, unless otherwise noted. When you submit
something to me, you will receive an e-mail receipt notification within 24 hours. If you do notreceive an
e-mail receipt confirmation from me within 24 housthen | did notreceive your doaument, even if you
did sendit to me. There are times when items wande throughcyberspace (1 have quite afew first-hand
experiences with this). If this hgopens forward your origind email to me, doubke-checking the email
address. Additiondly, servers can often decideto go offlineat times when we wish to send something.
Theefore, | highly suggest you plan on submitting your work earlier, rather than later. Jug as stating

your printer ran outof ink or pgper is often notan acceptable excuse for late work in other classes, so
toois stating tha you couldn®send something because the server was down. Tha reasonwill not
necessarily beaviable excuse for late submission. Y ou can also save your assignment ona USB

Note: This course outlineis a general planthat cannotanticipate future fluctuationsin life. Therefore,
modificationsto andfbr deviationsfromthe course outline may occur.
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key/flash drive/jump drive and then upload it to my laptopin class. See me if you have seriousconcerns
aboutthis.

When you submit something to me as an email attachment throughmy UGA email account, please name
your filethefollowing way [Last namefirst initial assgnment name_duedate]. For example, if | were to
submt my initial conception of literacy as a Word doaument, | would name my file
[graff]_initialconaeptliteracy 0114.08]. | strongly suggest you always keep back-up copies of your
work and of emails sent to me for security purposes.

If youwish to pog something to LiveJoumnal for my and your eyes only, please aert me viaemail to my
UGA accountimmediately before or after you pod. | will reply to your email alert within 24 hous if
sent during the week.

Assignment Points Review & Grading Scale

Course grades are based on the cumulative paints earned throughoutthe course. The grades, with
corresponding point ranges, are bdow. Please note tha roundng up will notoccur. So even if you earn
935 points, it will still beconsdered an A- and will notberoundel up to 94 points (A).

Course Assignments Points PointsEarned | Grading Scale

1 | Initial Conception of Literacy 15 (Not Rounded)
94-100 A
2 | Text Analysis 25 90-93 A-
3 | Independent Research Project 30 87-89 B+
4 | Final Project 30 84-86 B
Total Points 100 80-83 B-
7579 C+
74-76 C
7370 C-
6569 D
0-64 F

Note: This course outlineis a general planthat cannotanticipate future fluctuationsin life. Therefore,
modificationsto andfbr deviationsfromthe course outline may occur.
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Course Schedule

Readingsare listed by week below this cour se schedule

AL standsfor our Adolescent Literacy: Turning Promise to Practice textbook

Class .
Class M eeting Class Focus Readings Comp!eted by Assignments Due
# Class Meeting
Date
1 1/10/08 | SHlabus N/A N/A
Overview
] Literacy Conceptual
Whatls Literacy \1/\/6%_2_ Féizdgsl(#l'g’)' Paper submitted by 6pm
2 1/17/08 | and Contert Area | .’ X A Wednegdlay
Literacy? 2. Draperetal
' 3. Norris& Phillips
Week3 Readngs (#4-6)
What Doeslt 4. Alexarder . i
3 1/24/08 MeanTo Read® | 5. Friere Livedurnal Conversations
6. Wallace& Clark
Cultural ard Week4 Readngs (#7-8)
4 1/31/08 | Linguistic 7. Mojeetal Liveburnal Conversations
Diversgty 8. Nieto
Youth Week5 Readngs (#9-11)
5 2/7/08 | Culture/Funds of 9. AL Chapter 3 Livedurnal Conversations
Knowledge 10. Suherlard et al
11. Stevers
Week6 Readngs (#12-14) Liveburnal Conversations
6 2/14/08 Multiliteraced 12. AL Chapter 10
New Literacies 13. AL Chapter 14 Independent Resa ch
14. Grisham & Wolsey Topic Due
Week7 Readngs (#15-17)
7 2/21/08 Engagemernt & 15. AL Chapter 6 Livedurnal Conversations
Texts 16. AL Chapter 15

17. TovanN Ch.4
18.

Note: This course outlineis a general planthat cannotanticipate future fluctuationsin life. Therefore,

modificationsto andor deviationsfromthe course outline may occur.
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2/25/ 08 Text Structure/ Week8 Readngs (#18-20) Liveburnal Conversations
8 Mid- Domain 19. Jetton & Alexander
term Knowledge 20. StaH & Shamahan
Week 21. Unsworth
Week9 Readngs (#21-23)
Domain 22. AL Chapter 7 Liveburnal Conversations
9 3/6/08 | Knowledge/ 23. Edwards et aI._
Vocabular 24. Harmon, Hedrick &
y Wood
10 3/13/08 SPRING BREAKN NO CLASS Have a safe and enjoyable week!
Week11 Readngs (#24-26)
. 25. AL: Chapter4 Livedurnal Conversations
1 3/20/08 | Comprefersion 26. AL: Chapter5 Text Analysis Project Due
27. Brooks
Week12 Readngs (#27-29)
Comprehersion/ | 28. AL: Chapter 13 Liveburnal Conversations
12 3/27/08 writing 29. AL: Chapter9
30. Faran & Fearn
Week13 Readings (#30-31) Liveburnal Conversations
13 4/03/08 | Assesmert 30. AL: Chapter 17
31. ConleyCh. 4
Week14 Readings (#32-37) Liveburnal Conversations
14 4/10/08 Slecesess 32. AL: Chapter 18 Independent Resa ch
Challenges 33. Farg et al Proiects Due
34. Kist J
Flex Day: Thisday isresrvedfor the possibility of extendeddiscussion ard
15 4/17/08 invedigation of particular concepts, issues efc.
Last Day of Class--Submit your final assignment and complete course
16 4/28/08 evaluations
N/A 5/06/08 Exam Date (3:30-6:30pm)

Note: This course outlineis a general planthat cannotanticipate future fluctuationsin life. Therefore,
modificationsto andfbr deviationsfromthe course outline may occur.
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Week 2 Readings What IsLiteracy and Content Area L iteracy?

1. AL: Ch 1: TheMeasure of Our Sucess (p. 1-13)

2. Drape, R. J,, Smith, L. K., Hal, K. M., & Siebet, D. (2005) Wha's more important--literacy or
content?' Confronting theliteracy-content dudism. Actionin Teacher Eduaation, 27(2), 12-21

3. Notrris, S. P., & Phillips N. M. (2003. How literacy in itsfundamental senseis central to scientific
literacy. Saence Education, 87, 224-240.

Week 3 Readings What Does It Mean To Read?

4. Alexande, P. A. (2005. Thepah to competence: A lifespan developmental perspective onreading.
Joumal of Literacy Research, 37(4), 413-436.

5. Friere, P. (1983. Theimportance of the act of reading. Journal of Education, 1651), 5-11.

6. Wallace, F. H., & Clark, K. K. (2005) Reading stancesin Mathematics: Postioning students and
texts. Actionin Teacher Education, 27(2), 68-79.

Week 4 Readings Cultural and Linguistic Diversity

7.Moje, E. B., Ciechanowski, K. M., Kramer, K., Ellis, L., Carrillo, R., & Collazo, T. (2004) Working
toward third space in content area literacy: An examination of everyday fundsof knowledgeand
discourse. Reading Research Quarterly, 39(1), 38-70.

8. Nieto, S. (2006) Languaye literacy, and culture: Intersectionsand implications In H. Luria, D. M.
Seymour, & T. Smoke (Eds) LanguageandLingusticsin Context: Readingsand Applications
for Teachers (pp. 315-332). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Assodates.

Week 5 Readings Youth Culture/Funds of Knowledge

9. AL: Ch 3: Multiliterate Youth in the Time of Saentific Reading Ingruction

10. Sutheland, L. M., Botzakis, S., Moje, E. B., & Alvermann, D. E. (2008. Drawing on Y outh
Culturesin Content Learning and Literacy. In D. Lapp, J. Flood,& N. Farnan (Eds), Content
Area Reading andLearning: Indructional Srategies (pp. 133156) New Y ork: Lawrence
Erlbaum Assodates

11. Stevens L.P. (2001) South Park and sodety: Indructiond and curricular implicationsof popukr
culture in theclassroom Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 44, 548555

Week 6 Readings Multiliterades/New L iterades

12. AL: Ch 10: Teaching LanguageArtsin a OFlatOWorld.

13. AL: Ch 14: Unleashing Potential with Emerging Technologies

14. Grisham, D. L., & Wolsey, T. D. (2008) Literacy and techndogy ingructionin the content aress. In
D. Lapp, J. Flood & N. Farnan (Eds), Content Area Reading andLearning: Ingructional
Strategies (pp. 381-401) New Y ork: Lawrence Erlbaum Assodates

Week 7 Readings Engagenent & Texts

15. AL: Ch 6: Of Times, Teens andBooks

16.AL: Ch. 15: Making It Matter throughthe Power of Inquiry

17. Tovani, C. (2009. Redl rigor: Connecting students with accessible text (Ch.4). In Do | Really Have
to Teach Reading? (pp.37-49). Portland, ME: Stenhous.

Note: This course outlineis a general planthat cannotanticipate future fluctuationsin life. Therefore,
modificationsto andfbr deviationsfromthe course outline may occur.
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Week 8 Readings Text Structures’/Domain Knowledge

18. Jetton, T. L., & Alexande, P. A. (2004. Domains, teaching, andliteracy. In T. L. Jettonand J. A.
Dole (Eds), Adolescent Literacy Research andPractice (pp. 15-39). New Y ork: The Guilford
Press.

19. Stahl, S. A. & Shanahan, C. (2004) Learning to think like a historian: Disciplinay knowledge
throughcritical andysis of historical doauments. In T. L. Jettonand J. A. Dole (Eds), Adolescent
Literacy Research and Practice (pp94-115. New York: The Guilford Press.

20. Unsworth, L, (200]). Distinguishing theliteracies of sodal sciences and humanities (Ch. 7). In
Teaching Multiliterades across the Curriculum (pp. 113-147). Philaddphia, PA: Open
University Press.

Week 9 Readings Domain Knowledge'VVocabulary

21. AL: Ch 7: Magering the Art of Effective Vocabulary Ingruction

22. Edwards E. C., Font, G., Baumann, J. F., & Boland, E. (2004) Unlocking word meanings
Strategies and guiddines for teaching morphamic and contextud andysis. In J. F. Baumann & E.
J. Kame'enui (Eds). Vocabulary ingruction: Research to practice (pp.159-176) New York: The
Guilford Press.

23. Harmon,J. M., & Hedrick, W. B. (2005) Research onvocabulary ingructionin the content aress:
Implicationsfor struggling readers. Reading & Writing Quarterly, 21, 261-280.

Week 11 Readings Comprehension

24. AL: Ch 4: TheEssence of Unde standing

25. AL: Ch. 8: English Language.earnersin the Classroom

26. Brooks W. (2006) Reading representationsof themselves: Urban youth use culture and African
American textud features to deveop literary undestandngs Readng Research Quarterly,
41(3), 372-392

Week 12 Readings Comprehension/Writing

27. AL: Ch. 13 Writing: Commonsense Matters

28 AL: Ch. 9: OneTeacher to One Sudent with One Powerful Strategy

31.Farnan, N. & Fearn, L. (2008) Writingin the disciplines: More than writing across the curriculum.
InD. Lapp, J. Flood & N. Farnan (Eds) Content Area Reading andLearning: Ingrudiond
Srategies (pp.403-423) New York: Lanvrence Erlbaum Assod ates.

Week 13 Readings. Assessment

30. AL: Ch. 17: ThinkingthroughAssessment

31 Conley, M. (2008). Ongoing assessment (Ch. 4). In Content Area Literacy: Learnersin Context
(pp.84-122. Boston: Pearson.

Week 14 Readings. Successes and Challenges

32. AL: Ch 18 Effective Teachers, Effective Ingruction

33 Fang,Z.,Lamme, L., Prinde, R,, Patrick, J., Sandes, J., Zmach, C., Charbonng, S., & Henkd, M.
(2008) Integrating reading into midde school science: Wha we did, foundand learned.
International Journal of Saence Education, 1, 1-23.

34. Kist, W. (2005) Find thoughs: My grandchildren time zore. In New Literadesin Action:
Teaching andLearningin Multiple Media (pp. 126-145). New York: Teachers College Press.

Note: This course outlineis a general planthat cannotanticipate future fluctuationsin life. Therefore,
modificationsto andfbr deviationsfromthe course outline may occur.



