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Course Syllabus, Fall 2006 
ESOL SERVICE LEARNING: ELAN 4620 

 
Instructor: Dr. Paul Matthews, pmatthew@uga.edu, 706-542-3368 
Office: G-6 Aderhold Hall  
 
Course meets Fridays, 10:10-11:00, Old College room 100 
 
Course Description: 
This course entails applied tutoring or teaching in approved after-school programs for English 
language learners enrolled in local K-12 schools. Course includes 1 hour/week of 
lecture/discussion; students will spend an additional 2 hours in the field per week with applied 
tutoring/projects for each credit hour received. 
(This course is not part of the Georgia state add-on endorsement for TESOL.) 
 
Objectives: 

• All students will: 
a. gain hands-on experience working effectively with K-12 students who are English 

language learners; 
b. reflect on their experiences in teaching/tutoring these students; 
c. understand issues relating to the education of English language learners in 

Georgia. 
 
Academic Integrity: 
All students are responsible for maintaining the highest standards of honesty and integrity in this 
course and in every phase of their academic careers. The penalties for academic dishonesty are 
severe and ignorance is not an acceptable defense. 

UGAÕs Honor Code: ÒI will be academically honest in all of my academic work and will not 
tolerate academic dishonesty of others.Ó 

 
Required Reading: 
We will be looking at a variety of resources to help you reflect on the tutoring you are doing and 
ways to improve the outcomes. These will be available on our WebCT site. 
 
Grading: 
Grades will be assigned based on UGAÕs new plus-minus system. Participation in all activities is 
mandatory for full credit. Students are responsible for tracking their tutoring participation to 
ensure that they are meeting requirements. 
 
Participation and Attendance in Class Sessions 20 points 
You will start with 20 points in this category, and will maintain this with attendance and active 
participation. Each hour of class missed will result in 2 points deducted from this category. One 
point will be deducted for any class period in which you are not prepared and engaged. 
 
Reflective Journals 20 points   Due bi-weekly 
Twice per month (see schedule) you will post to WebCT a reflective journal of at least 1-2 pages 
(but pasted from a word-processing document into the appropriate folder, not as an attachment), 
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that reflects on your tutoring sessions since the previous journal entry. The idea is not simply to 
document what you did, but instead to engage with your prior knowledge and the ideas weÕre 
discussing and reading about, and to reflect critically on the experiences. I will provide, either on 
email or on WebCT, prompts for the topic to reflect on each journal. 
 
You will turn in 6 Reflective Journals, each worth up to 3 points (you get 2 points free for the 20 
total!). Late submissions will be ÒdockedÓ by 1 point. You may revise and resubmit journal 
entries that are not Òfully acceptableÓ, if desired. 

Objective  Not Acceptable  Partly Acceptable  Fully Acceptable  
Understanding 
of concept, 
theory, or idea 
and its 
applications  

1 point  
Does not answer all 
questions; OR several 
responses are off-topic or 
irrelevant or show 
misunderstanding of ideas 
or terms 

2 points 
Answers all or almost all 
questions relevantly, but 
minimally; demonstrates 
awareness of key concepts 
and terms through correct 
usage 

3 points  
Demonstrates mastery of terms 
and concepts, by answering all 
questions fully; connects topics 
to prior knowledge, other 
readings, and/or applications 

 
 
Final Evaluative Reflection 10 points   Due December 1. 
The final essay is like a beefed-up reflective journal, about 3-5 pages in length (typed, double-
spaced), and should address the prompts I will provide (at minimum). The essay will be graded 
on content and coverage, and should be well written and well edited. 
 
Presentation to Outside Group 10 points  Due October 6. 
During the first half of the semester, you (individually or in pairs) will make a presentation on 
the tutoring program to a campus or community group (for instance, sorority, campus 
organization, club, etc.). The presentation should include hand-outs, program information, and 
also be personalized to explain the impact of participation for you and other tutors. It should be 
at least 10 minutes long. You need to provide documentation Ð see the ÒPresentation to Outside 
Group DocumentationÓ sheet. 
 
 
Tutoring 40 points    Documentation due December 8. 
You will sign in and out for each tutoring session, following the guidelines of the particular 
program. You must participate in required orientation sessions and provide required paperwork, 
and must follow program-specific rules and guidelines. The tutoring is the Òmeat and bonesÓ of 
the course, and corresponds to 40 points of your grade. You need to email the appropriate 
program contact by 3 pm on the day of your obligated tutoring, if you will be unable to attend as 
scheduled. It is your responsibility to ensure that you are meeting your tutoring obligations, 
though program staff should provide tracking and reporting of your participation. 
Depending on the program, some venues may not be open during UGA or Clarke Co. School 
District holidays. Plan to tutor during the final post-Thanksgiving period of Nov. 27-Dec. 1. 

1 Credit Hour: 
• Tutor once a week (1.5-2 hours), for at least 12 weeks. At least 18 hours of 

tutoring, with at least one session per week for 12 weeks during the semester, will 
result in full credit. Every hour below this minimum will result in the loss of 2 
points in this area. 
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2 Credit Hours: 
• Tutor twice a week (3-4 hours), for at least 12 weeks. At least 36 hours of 

tutoring, with at least two sessions per week for 12 weeks during the semester, 
will result in full credit. Every hour below this minimum will result in the loss of 
1 point in this area. 

3 Credit Hours: 
• Tutor three times a week (4.5-6 hours), for at least 12 weeks. At least 54 hours of 

tutoring, with at least three sessions per week for 12 weeks during the semester, 
will result in full credit. Every 2 hours below this minimum will result in the loss 
of 1 point in this area. 

--OR-- 
• Fulfill the requirements for 2 Credit Hours. In addition, carry out and report on 

additional special-purpose projects to be determined in consultation with the 
instructor. These special projects might include: 

o Creating a portfolio of curricular materials to share with other tutors 
o Creating and implementing special projects (e.g. holiday or birthday 

events) at a program site 
o Creating and implementing special-purpose instructional materials (e.g., 

music, art, games, dance, etc.) for a particular grade level and program 
o Carrying out a fund-raiser or other project to meet a program need 
o Other possibilities as approved. Your project needs to be proposed and 

approved by Sept. 22. 
 
 
Tutoring Venues: See www.coe.uga.edu/tutoring for directions and photos 
Oasis Católico Santa Rafaela.  
See www.acjusa.org/tutoringprgram.htm for program calendar, paperwork, and orientation 
materials. Orientations Aug. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, Sept. 1, 8, 15; 4-6 p.m. plus online. 
PreK-3rd Grade tutoring and activities, M-Th 3-5 p.m. 
Contact: Sister Margarita or Sister Marietta, afterschooloasis@gmail.com  
UGA Student Worker: Chanelle White, buttafli@uga.edu  
 
Pinewoods Library 
Contact: Maria Duarte, mduarte@athenslibrary.org, or Miguel Vicente, 
mvicente@athenslibrary.org, 706-613-3708. 
4th Grade and up, tutoring M-Th 3-6 p.m. (can attend part of this time period) 
 
Garnet Ridge Boys & Girls Club 
Contact: Susan Wilson, 706-548-5001 
UGA Student Worker: India Usher, isu03uga@uga.edu  
Orientation will be August 24, 6:30 p.m. at Garnet Ridge 
Elementary and Middle school tutoring, M-F 3-4:30 and games 4:30-6 
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Fall 2006 Course Schedule: (Any changes will be posted via WebCT and email) 
 
Friday August 18: 
Orientation, Paperwork, Course Overview and Expectations 
Guest Speakers: Drs. Maria del Carmen Vergara Tenorio & Silvia del Amo Rodr’guez: The 
Mexican Educational System. 
 
Friday August 25: 
To Read: http://www.nwrel.org/request/2003may/general.html (General Principles for teaching 
ELL students) 
http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.88364041571f36bbbfb3ffdb62108a0c/ 
Classroom managementÑ excerpts and webcast footage with advice for teachers 
If desired, also read: 
http://www.ascd.org/cms/objectlib/ascdframeset/index.cfm?publication=http://www.ascd.org/ed
_topics/2000cummings/2000cummingstoc.html Carol CummingsÕ chapters on Classroom 
Management 
In Class: Issues in effectively tutoring English Language Learners; the teacher/tutor role 
 
Friday September 1: Reflective Journal #1 Due 
To Read: http://www.stemworks.org/digests/dse98-14.html (Helping your child learn math) 
http://www.mathstories.com/strategies.htm (Strategies for solving Math problems) 
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/parents/Math/index.html (Helping your child learn mathÑ examples) 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Dorothy White: Strategies to Teach and Tutor Math 
 
Friday September 8:  
To Read: http://www.literacyconnections.com/AdviceForReadingTutors.html (Advice and 
strategies for tutoring reading) 
ÒPreservice tutoringÓ article .pdf on WebCT 
Guest Speaker: Claudia Taxel, Clarke Co. School District: Supporting Literacy Development 
 
Friday September 15: Reflective Journal #2 Due 
To Read: http://www.cal.org/wrih/INDEX.html (Why Reading is Hard website) 
In Class: ÒWhy Reading is HardÓ (video, discussion) 
Supporting and Teaching Grade Level Expectations (note that some are online as well) 
 
Friday September 22: Proposals for Special Projects for 3-Credit Participants Due 
To Read: http://smccd.net/accounts/perezf/tap/TutorTutor/mainmenu.html (Tutoring 
information) 
Literacy tutoring .pdf on WebCT 
In Class: Teaching and tutoring contexts; What makes tutoring effective? 
 
Friday September 29: Reflective Journal #3 Due 
To Read: Alder article (on WebCT) 
In Class: Language and cultureÑ Impact on educational outcomes 
Brian Padilla covers class 
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Friday October 6: Outside Group Presentation Documentation Due 
To Read: http://www.interventioncentral.org/htmdocs/interventions/rdngcompr/reciptchng.shtml 
(Reciprocal Teaching) 
http://www.interventioncentral.org/htmdocs/interventions/rdngfluency/prrdng.shtml (Paired 
Reading) 
In Class: Supporting English acquisition; ÒA Visit to an ESOL ClassroomÓ (video, discussion) 
 
Friday October 13: Reflective Journal #4 Due 
To Read: www.clarke.k12.ga.us (Clarke Co. School District website) 
http://www.gsci.org/ReportCenter/reportcenter.jsp  
http://reportcard.gppf.org/DesktopDefault.aspx (School data and comparisons) 
In Class: Learning more about your tutees; Strengthening connections with the classroom 
teacher; Program models for ELLs 
 
Friday October 20:  
To Read: http://www.nwrel.org/request/2003may/overview.html (Strategies and resources for 
mainstream teachers of English language learners: Overview of Second Language Acquisition 
Theory) 
In Class: Second language acquisition theory; Implications of theory for practice 
 
Friday October 27: UGA Fall Break, No Class 
 
Friday November 3: Reflective Journal #5 Due 
To Read: Griego Jones & Fuller chapter, on WebCT 
In Class: Teacher/tutor beliefs and their impact on educational outcomes 
 
Friday November 10:  
To Read: http://www.ericdigests.org/1997-3/bilingual.html (Why bilingual education?) 
http://www.cal.org/resources/digest/crawford01.html (Ten common fallacies about bil. ed.) 
6000 students: http://www.crede.org/research/llaa/1.1_es.html Thomas & CollierÕs research 
In Class: Supporting bilingualism and biliteracy 
 
Friday November 17: Reflective Journal #6 Due 
To Read: Bohon, Macpherson, & Atiles 2005 (on WebCT) 
In Class: The sociopolitical context(s) of English learners in Georgia 
 
Friday November 24: UGA Thanksgiving Break, no class 
 
 
Friday December 1: Final Evaluative Reflection Due 
Final class 
Presentations and discussions 
 
Friday December 8: Tutoring Documentation Due for Semester 
(Not a class meeting) 


