ELAN 4120: Language and Literacy Education, Grades P-5 Fal 2007
SharonV. Smith Th 1:.00-4:15
Phone 7709852658 Room G5
Email: shaonsn@ugaedu

Office: 301M Aderhold Hall

Office hours: By appointment

Required Texts:

Lamineck, L. & Wood R. (2001) TheWriting Workshop: Working throughthehard
pats (and they®@e al hard pats). IL: Nationd Coundl of Teachers of English.

Roe B. & Ross, E. (2009. Integrating Languaye Arts throughliterature and thematic
units. Pearson Education, Inc.

Overview of Course:

Children use languayeto structure thar thinking and to communicate. Thar
ability to think, listen, speak, read and write languaye during the primary years depends
heavily uponthar active involvement in communication-centered experiences based
uponmeaningful content. The guiding philosophybehind this classis that best practices
require teachers of writing to write. They should see themselves as writers, undestand
the connection between theory and practice and recognize a variety of waysin which
writers practice ther craft. By daing this, preservice teachers will gain an undestanding
of ther own writing processes and increase thar effectiveness as writing teachers.

Thegods of this class area:

To introduce you to the many aspects of a Languae Arts program.

To guide and encourage you in your own growth as awriter.

To introduce you to the Writing Workshop approach to writing ingruction.
To adlow youto practice and reflect uponora language skills.

To hdp prepare you to teach Languaye Arts during your field work.
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Course Objectives:

Throughpaticipaionin assigned readings class discussions, and whole and
small groupactivities, you will have the oppatunity to expand your knowedgeof how
Language Arts skills, reading and writing ingruction should betaughtin a smultaneous
manna within ameaningful context. In concert with theNCATE standads ELAN 4120
course objectives for preservice teachers are asfollows:

1.2 Beableto set high student-learning standadsfor al studentsin the school
classroomand organize curriculum, ingruction, and assessment around
standads

1.3 Beableto cugomize indructionfor individud students or groupsof students
in the school classroomthat reflect studentsOown experiences, learning
styles, interests, cultures and special needs



1.4 Be proficient in usng daa on student learning and achievement in the school
classroomto set benchmarks and to monitor student progress toward
continuousimprovement.

Outline of Requirements

Attendance
Attendance is expected and required in both the classroomand field. This policy

meanseithe pefect attendance or doaumented absence(s) dueto hedlth or illness.
Undoamented absences will result in aletter grade redudion per absence in the course
or unsatisfactory gradein thefield. A GCOor abowe s required in al courses to be able to
moveto thenext level. Students are responsble for communicating with al university
faculty and/or school coopeating teachers to let them know thereason for the absence.
*Contact Shaon either by phoneor email as soonas you know you will be absent from
class or thefield experience. It is the student@ responsbility to provide me with the
following information as soonas possible after an absence:

* Date of class missed

* Date of field day missed and proposd make up date

* Reasonfor absence

* Attached doaumentation

Tardies
You are alowed one tardy. Every tardy thereafter will result in a2.5 point
overall deduction in your final grade.

Participation
Acknowledging that we al have varying contfort levels of class paticipdion,itis
expected tha everyonewill suppot the class community and thar own learning by
engaging in class discussions. Theclass will generally follow the format of Ghit chaO
(morning meeting), small group student discussion groups whole groupdiscussions
teacher directed ingruction/demondration and writing workshop. The success of the class
dependson wha each of usbringsand themanne in which we bring it. Therefore, it is
essential tha you have read, thoughtand written aboutassigned readingsprior to class.
Active participation isdefined as:

* Providing evidence tha you have read the assigned readings

* Respondingthoughtully andreflectively to thereadings

* Participaingin oral/written/dramatic activities

* Working coopeatively in small groups

* Demongrating respect for theideas of others
***| f youuse your classtime in any way tha does notrelate to our mutud work ( Ex:
surfing theInternet, doing homework for othe classes, reading the Red&Black, etc) |
will consde you nat in attendance and countyou as tardy.



Grading Policy

| anticipate tha you will all do excellent work in this class, but| do have views onwha
GexcellentOmeans

* A meansexcellent work tha shows you have nat only met therequirements of the
assignment, but also are chdlenging yourself and displaying creativity and
initiative in your work.

* B meansgoodwork tha meets the requirements of the assignment in athoughtul
and adequée way.

* If | feel tha your work does not meet thelevel of either an A or B, | will request a
conference with you so tha we can discuss ways to improve your peformance in
this class.

* Since so much of classroomlearningis soda andderived fro our collective
didoguss, | reserve therightto dedud upto 5 pants from you find gradedueto
lack of paticipaion.

Late Work
All work isexpected onthedaetha it isdue
*  Work turned in within 24 hous after the duedae will result in a5 point
dedudion.
*  Work turned in after 24 hours will result in the deduction of afull letter grade.
*  Work turned in after 48 hours will result in the deduction of two full letter grades.
* Noassgnment will be accepted beyond 48 hours after theduedate.

Academic Honesty

All academic work mus meet the standads contained in O\ Culture of HonestyQ
Students are responsble for informing themselves aboutthose standadsbefore
performing academic work. If you are unfamiliar with UGAG guiddines for academic
honesty, | strongly urgeyou to read aboutthis policy (particularly section 5)
http://www.ugaedu/ovpi/honesty/acadhonhtm.

E-mail

Youwill need to have aworking email accountfor this class. Please check your email at
least onae aday for any messages | mightneed to send you. Likewise, | will check my
email daly for messages from you.

Cell Phones . )
Please turn them to vibrate when you enter class. If you mug take an GemergencyOcall
please step outside of theclass to do so.

Grading Scale (A grade of C or higher is required)
*QOut of a possible 260 points

A= 234pts- 260pts.
B= 209pts- 233pts.
C= 183pts- 208pts.



Assignments:

All written assignments should be donein 12pt, Times New Roman font, doubke spaced,
unless you need to alter the size, format and fontfor creative purposes. All papers
should be revised, proofread and edited before they are turned in.

Assignment Point Value Due Date

1. Reading Respons Log 5pts. (x10) Weekly

2. Article Review & Pres. 10pts Signuponae
3. Acrogic Poem and Puppé 10 pts. Aug.23

4. Narrative Memoir 20ps Sept. 6™

5. Environmental Print Skills Lesson 10ps. Sept. 13"

6. Alphabet Book 20pts Sept. 13"

7. Making WordsLesson 10pt Sept. 20"

8. Writing Workshop Minilesson 20pts Sept. 27"

9. Field Experience Report 20ps. November 1%
10. Circular Story 20 pts November 8th
11. Fable/Pourquoi 20ps Nov. 15"
12. Poetry 20pts Dec. 6"

13. Writer@ Notebook 20ps. Dec. 6"

14. Collection of texts for teaching 10pts Dec. 6th

Explanation of Assignments:

1. Reading Response (due daily)- * Please note that I will collect these each week and
they should be typed. Your own searching and inquiry are vital to thisclass, soitis
important tha you read the material with acritical responsve eye. Y our weekly
responges will allow you to focus on some of your more cruda thoughs pertainingto the
classreadings Y our written respongs will beuseful to you during our class discussions
Your respong should indude

* Key conoepts from theassigned readings

* Questionstha you have in regardsto thematerial covered in the

readings
* Teachingideas/questionson implementation in your own classroom

ABSOLUTELY DO NOT SUMMARIZE THE READINGS!! YOU WILL NOT
RECEIVE ANY POINTS FOR DOING SO!!!

2. Article Review and Presentation- We will sign up for this doing 4 per week
Choos arecent article, 19962006 related to oneof the areas of Language Arts (reading,
writing, listening and speaking). Read the article and write a one-page review. You
review should consst of abrief summary and a persond respon® to thearticle. This



mug betyped, 12pt, andin APA style. Please staple a copy of the article to your review.
*Be prepared to lead abrief class discussion.

3. Environmental Print Mini-Lesson-

Choo< a piece of environmental print and use it to teach a Language Arts skill or
phonicslesson. Youwill write abrief description of the skill tha you are targeting and
how you would use theprint to introduce this skill. Youwill share your print with the
class and teach this mini-lesson. * | will modd thisfor youin class.

4. “Making Words” Mini-Lesson-

After you have had the oppatunity to practice Making WordsOspdling strategy you
will create your own Qviaking WordsOlesson to teach to a small group.Youwill writea
brief description of theword paternstha youwill befocusang on and the procedures you
will use to implement thelesson. * | will demongrate thisin class.

*Please note that all of the following writing assignments will be addressed during
writer’s workshop. We will discuss how to teach children to read and write in
different genres and then you will have the opportunity to experience these kinds of
writings for yourself. You will have time to begin these writings during class, but
due to time constraints it will be necessary for you to complete these assignments
outside of class.

5. Acrostic Name Poem and Puppet- These assignments are part of a series of Qyetting
to know youQectivities tha will allow meto get to know you as well as serve asan
example tha you can use in your own classroom We will discuss this further in class.

6. Alphabet Book-

| will share severa different dphabet bookswith the class and we will discuss ther
value and effectiveness for children in PreK-5" grade Youwill choo atopic of interest
and create your own aphae book. This should betyped, visudly appealing (colorful
etc.) and indudepictures(these can be hand drawn, clip art, phobbgraphsetc.). This book
should serve as a great resource for youin your future teaching endeavors.

7. Narrative Memoir —

Discovery is an important part of thewriting act, so you will be asked to write a narative
that represents you and the cultures tha have shaped you. GCultureOcan be defined any
way you wish. We will discuss thisin greater detail during writer® workshop.

8. Circular Story-

After bang exposed to several storiestha follow the circular format, you will create your
own story. | will share several student examples with you and we will discuss and work
on these during writer@ workshop.



9. Fable/Pourquoi — After hearing several different fables and pourqua stories, you will
create your own. Characteristics of both of these genres will be discussed during classto
serve asaguide

10. Poetry- | will share with you severa different kindsof poans such as: Cinquan,
Haiku, Free Verse, Couplets, Triplets, Quarains shgped poems and Limericks. You will
then have the oppotunity to write your own poans. These will all beturned in togdher
in apodry book on thelast day of class and youwill have an oppatunity to present
them to your classmates.

11. Writer’s Workshop Mini Lesson-

Youwill developin detail an origind mini-lesson on atopic for the gradelevel tha you
will beworking with during your practicum experience this semester. You mug choo®
some children@ literature to suppot these lessonsand as examples to hep writers
develop thar craft. These mini-lessonsshould be designed to fit within awriting
workshop.Be prepared to teach thefirst lesson to a small groupduring class.

12. Writer’s Notebook-

Beginning this week, youwill keep awriter@ notebook throughoutthe course. Y ou will
use thisin class as we try outdifferent writing techniques as well as outside of class. You
are to make an outside of class entry in this notebook at least once per week . This
notebookwill be exactly wha it saysit is- aworking writer@ notebook, a catch-all for
your thoughs, dreams, pondeings comments and reflectionstha occur in your daly
life.

13. Field Experience Report-

Whileyou are in thefield, in addition to writing instruction, you will need to observe and
think aboutthewriting and oral skills ingruction and practices taking place in the
classroom There will betwo partsto this assignment:

* Daily jot lists of your observations- In a conase form, describethe
literacy indruction (minilessons skillsingrucion, literacy centers,
writing oppotunities, spdlingingrucion/program etc.) tha you
observe taking place in theclassroomas well as the oppotunities tha
you have for Languaye Artsingruction.

* A reflective evaluation of your literacy teaching experience.- In this
pape, reflect upontheliteracy portion of your field experience.
Drawing from the notes you madein the abovelist, you should ponde,
guestion, chdlengeand generally cogitate aboutwhat hgppened in
terms of literacy indructionin theclassroom It should NOT bemerely
arecitation of yourtime in thefield, butan andysis. This pgoer should
be 3-4 pages and should bethoughtul, critical andingghtful. Indude
copies of student work if you can. Make this pgpe as deailed as you
can and be sure to focus some of your reflection on thewriting
workshoptha you had the oppotunity to teach. Some of thequestions
you could address:



1. What kind of writing assessments are used to determine a student®
writing stage?
2. What kindsof writing occur onadaly basis?
3. Reflect onyour Writing Workshoplesson. Wha were the strengths
and wha would you change?
4. Overdl, wha was the attitudeof your students towardswriting?
5. How did your mentor teacher organize theliteracy block in the
classroon™? (small groupsfor reading ingruction, centers etc.)
6. Wha were the strengths of theliteracy indruction in the classroont?
7. Wha could beadded to further enhance ingruction?
8. How did this experience impact your thinking aboutyour future
literacy indruction?

Additiondly, besureto address ora literacy practices aswell. Some of the
guestionsyou could address are:
1. How did you orally communicate with your students?
2. How did your mentor teacher orally communicate with the
students?
3. Wha kindsof issues did you encounter as aresult of bilingud
languaye use in the classroont?
4. How did you address these issues and as a new teache wha
are your thoughs and conaerns pertaining to these isssues?
5. How did you communicate with your mentor teacher and
faculty?
6. Didyouhave achanceto talk with parents? If so describe and
andyze this experience.

14. Collection of Texts for teaching writing-

Throughoutthe course of the semester we will discuss theimportance of inquiry based
teaching, reading like writers and genre study in regardsto writing ingruction. Over the
semester you will need to collect pieces of writing(at least 1 from each genre) that
interest you from thefollowing different genres: feature articles, commentaries, “slice
of life writing”, book reviews (www.bookloonscom) movie
reviews(www.rottentomatoes.com) , biography (check out www.biography.comasa
goodstarting point) List articles (Ex. 0 Quick Family Get AwaysQ), advice articles,
informative How-to Writing, short stories of realistic fiction (check these sites
www.eastoftheweb.com and www.abouteensorgffiction) *U se all of your resources
such as newspape's, magazines, interng etc. My intent is tha this collection will serve as
avaluable resource for you in your own classroom Additiondly, keep an ongong list of
any text tha youwould like to acquire for your own classroomlibrary. Fedl free to write
down anything tha | share or mentionin class.

16. Choo® a student to work with oneon-oneonwriting. Y ou will take awriting
sample, (All AboutMe) assess it and determine the student@ writing stage. Next, decide
ontheareas of writing that youwill target as minilessons to hdp improve the student®
writing. These 3 minilessonsshould betyped, shared with your teacher and implemented



onadaly basis with your student during aoneon-one20 minute writing session. Reflect
uponeach lesson on the battom of the page. (Follow the minilesson format) *You will
turn this in with your Field Experience Report.

Weekly Calendar
Date Topic Readings Assignment Due

August 16th | Syllabus,
Getting to
know you

August 23rd | Integrating Roe & Ross |-Reading
Language Ch.1&8 Response
Arts & -Acrostic poem
Introduction |Ray & - Puppet
to Writing Laminack -Letter to
Workshop Ch. 1 Sharon
Developing
Writing
Identities
(Personal
memoirs)

August 30th | The Necessity | Ray & -Reading
of Writing Laminack Response
Workshop Ch. 2 &Ch. 3
Introduction
to Alphabet
Books




September Early Roe & Ross -Reading
6th Experiences Ch. 4 Response
with -Memoir due
Language Ray & Wood
Ch. 4
Continue
exploring
alphabet
books
September The Tools of | Roe & Ross Environmental
13th Language Ch. 10 Print lesson
due
Ray & Wood | -Alphabet
Ch.5,6 &9 | Books due
-Reading
Response
September Reading and | Roe & Ross -Reading
20th Writing Ch. 7 Response
Reciprocity -Making
Ray & Wood | Words Mini
Ch.7&8 Lesson
September Share Writing Writing
27th Workshop Workshop
Lessons and Mini Lesson
provide Due
feedback
No Class Field
October 4™, Experience
11™, 18" or
25th
November 1st | Types of Roe & Ross -Reading
Writing Ch. 9 Response
Ray Ch.10-12 | -Field Report




November Assessment Roe & Ross -Reading
8th and Ch. 13 Response
Intervention | Ray Ch. 10 -Circular Story
Due
Introduction |Ray 17 & 18
to Fable and
Porquoi
stories
November Poetry Roe & Ross Reading
15th Ch.3 Response
Ray Ch. 14 & | Fable or
15 Porquoi due
November No Class-
22nd Thanksgiving
November Poetry
29th
December 6th | Last Class Writers’ -Poetry due
Celebration
-Writer’s
Notebook Due

Collection of
Texts due




