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CERTIFICATION  
Frequently Asked Questions  

What if I am already a certified teacher and am seeking to add-on Special 
Education General Curriculum licensure? 

The SPECTRUM Program is a federally funded program with a mandate to assist prospective 
Interrelated Special Education teachers who do not already hold certification in another teaching 
area.  If you are seeking add-on certification, look into the SETWEB program at 
http://www.coe.uga.edu/setweb/. 

What is the difference between SPECTRUM Certification and SETWEB? 

SPECTRUM students take their coursework through the SETWEB program, however, 
SPECTRUM also offers benefits beyond what SETWEB provides, such as online supervision, 
mentoring, and professional development (virtual conference rooms and regional supports). In 
addition, with SPECTRUM you can get money for school, and as you are teaching on a 
provisional, actually be paying it back!  

How do I apply to SPECTRUM Certification? 

You must apply and be accepted to 1) The University of Georgia (UGA) as a non-degree 
graduate student, 2) the SETWEB program, and 3) SPECTRUM Certification.  

See ÒHow to ApplyÓ for the link to the SPECTRUM application.  Follow all the instructions on 
that document, including those at the link for the SETWEB program.  For other information on 
admission to UGA, you should visit Graduate Admissions at 
http://www.gradsch.uga.edu/Admissions/Admissions_deadlines.html. 

When are the deadlines for applying to UGA, SETWEB, and SPECTRUM 
Certification? 

To apply for SPECTRUM, you must get all three applications in by May 1 for Summer start, or 
Nov. 1 for Spring start.  SPECTRUM applicants who will start SETWEB classes in the Summer 
will not be accepted to SPECTRUM until the weeks prior to Fall semester. 
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How are SPECTRUM Certification candidates selected? 

SPECTRUM scholarships are limited and highly competitive.  Applicants must have been 
admitted to the UGA Graduate School as a non-degree student and the SETWEB program for 
summer start.  The highest qualified candidates will be selected for interviews based on each 
individual’s vita or resume, cover letter, and references. Interviewees will be judged on interview 
performance and perceived potential to succeed as a special education teacher.  SPECTRUM 
funding recipients will be selected from those interviewed, and will begin receiving financial 
assistance during the Fall semester if starting SETWEB in Summer, or during the Spring 
semester if starting SETWEB in Spring. 

Is SPECTRUM a ÒshortcutÓ to getting me admitted to UGA? 

No. You have to qualify and apply just as anyone else would who is applying to UGA. We are 
happy to help guide you through the process and the paperwork. 

What degree/certification will I obtain from SPECTRUM Certification and 
how long will it take me? 

You will not earn an advanced degree from UGA in the SPECTRUM Certification program; 
however, you will become certified in the area of Special Education General Curriculum. You 
should be able to complete the SPECTRUM Certification program in five semesters (two years, 
including summers).  If you wish to further your education to obtain an advanced degree, you 
may apply no more than 9 previously completed credit hours to that program. 

How often will I have to come to the UGA campus in Athens? 

You will have to come to campus for an interview after you apply for the SPECTRUM program.  
If accepted, you will then have to come to an orientation session before your classes begin.  Once 
you begin the program, the only time we anticipate you having to travel will be to attend a two-
three day Beginning Teacher Academy in the Athens or Atlanta area. 

How can the SPECTRUM program help me to become highly qualified? 
 
The process to become highly qualified to teach content coursework involves two steps.  First, 
you will need to complete SPECTRUM coursework for your specific program and pass the state 
exam (GACE, formerly PRAXIS) in Special Education General Curiculum.  At that point, we 
will recommend to the Professional Standards Commission that you be certified as a General 
Education Consultative Collaborative teacher.  This certification will enable you to team teach 
with a general educator. If you prefer to hold a certification that will allow you to be lead teacher 
of record, you will need to pass additional GACE Content Assessments. 

How much is graduate tuition  at the University of Georgia?   

The University of Georgia tuition and fees for graduate students are listed in the following site: 
https://busfin1.busfin.uga.edu/bursar/schedule.cfm.  Please note these are subject to change.  
Those listed are not always accurate. 
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What SPECTRUM financial assistance is available if I meet SPECTRUM 
Certification program requirements? 

If you are accepted to UGA and SETWEB and meet SPECTRUM certification eligibility 
requirements, you may be eligible to receive a SPECTRUM Certification scholarship of up to 
$5,000. SPECTRUM Certification scholarship recipients are determined competitively based on 
vita or resume, cover letter, and interview. A SPECTRUM Certification scholarship is 
considered a “service-repayable loan.” Failure to repay this loan in service (in one of our 
partner Òhigh-needÓ school systems as a special education teacher for three years once you are 
a teacher of record) will result in the requirement to repay funds received.  

When will I be notified about receipt of a SPECTRUM scholarship, and if I 
have been awarded one, when will I receive the money? 

You will be notified of your acceptance in the weeks prior to semester you are starting as a 
SPECTRUM student.  Please note that if you are applying by May 1 for Summer SETWEB start, 
you are applying for Fall start in SPECTRUM.   

SPECTRUM Certification scholarships are distributed in payments over the course of your 
program. Please be prepared to pay for your first semester in SPECTRUM before receiving your 
initial scholarship payment. 

How do I go about pursuing other types of financial assistance? 

The first step in applying for need-based financial aid is completing the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). You can go to the FAFSA website at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/  
for the electronic version of this application.  Grants and loans will be awarded through this 
process. We suggest you have your FAFSA forms in the federal process as soon after the first of 
the year as possible to be eligible for consideration for all available aid.  

Learn more about financial aid from http://www.uga.edu/osfa/, UGA’s Office of Student 
Financial Aid. 

Where and when can I take the GACE exam? 
 
These and many other questions about the new Georgia Assessments for the Certification of 
Educators (GACE) are answered on the GACE website at www.gace.nesinc.com, under 
“Frequently Asked Questions.” 

What if I am working in a school that is not in one of the SPECTRUM 
partner Òhigh-needÓ school systems? 

Based on federal regulations, resources for supporting SPECTRUM participants are dedicated to 
serving high need school systems with which we have an established a partnership.  If you do not 
currently have an appropriate special education placement in one of our partner Òhigh-needÓ 
school systems, you may still be eligible for SPECTRUM Certification if you are willing to 
change your employment.   It will be your responsibility to apply for and obtain employment, but 
we may be able to act as a liaison if you feel you need some assistance. 
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What is an appropriate special education placement for a SPECTRUM 
Certification student? 

An appropriate special education placement is a position working as a paraprofessional or 
provisionally certified teacher with special education students who primarily follow the general 
curriculum.  This will most often be co-teaching, collaboration or inclusion models.  Resource 
settings are also common.  The special education students most frequently served in these 
settings will include those with behavior disorders (BD), learning disabilities (LD), mild 
intellectual disabilities (MID) and some students with autism or Asperger’s (ASD or AS). 

If you are unsure if your current placement is appropriate, please contact Audrey Norman, 
SPECTRUM Student Coordinator, by email (audbrid@uga.edu) or phone (706.542.2114) to 
discuss your individual situation. 

Does the school system I teach in after going through the SPECTRUM 
program have to be officially Òhigh-needÓ?   

YES. Part of the federal initiative is to directly assist identified “high-need” school systems 
across Georgia with finding certified teachers. You must teach in a school in one of our 
designated partner “high-need” school systems in order to successfully repay the service 
repayable loan you received in the form of a SPECTRUM Certification scholarship. 

Will SPECTRUM find me a job? 

SPECTRUM does not offer job placement or any guarantees of employment. 

What if I want Special Education General Curriculum certification but I do 
not want to apply for SPECTRUM financial assistance? 

If you do not wish to compete for the financial assistance offered by SPECTRUM, you should 
apply for UGA’s SETWEB program.  Their website is: http://www.coe.uga.edu/setweb/.   

What if I am not a permanent U.S. resident or citizen? 

You must be a permanent resident or U.S. citizen to qualify for admission into this federally 
funded grant program.  

If you have additional questions, email spectrum.uga.edu. 


