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Having logged-in, I see a list of past classes taught using <emma>; note links to research materials on right, including specific sections of The
St. Martin's Handbook used in first-year composition. Errors in documents can be hot-linked to pertinent sections in the handbook.
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Opening a class, we see a complete list of all the students' contributions. Notice that papers after being submitted were commented on by the
instructor, but commenting could just as easily have been required by a peer or peers. The student's portfolio is represented by the three
revisions and the reflective piece whose title appears at the top.
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Student paper with in-line comments--
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ENGL1050H Assignment &

Evolution As "Flash-Point”

In 1925, an event occurred that some proclaim as a flash-point of the debate between creationism and evolution. It was the trial of John Scopes, nicknamed the "Monkey Trial”, in which Scopes,
a teacher, deliberately broke the law and taught evolution from [in ] his Dayton, Tennessee classroom. The town erupted in anger and demanded justice be brought on the "heathen”. The
climax of the trial occurred when the defense attorney cross-examined William Jennings Bryan, the prosecutor. A heated interaction ensued, and the idea of evolution was noted as being the
winner; several Christian Fundamentalists' beliefs and arguments were brought into a questionable light. In the beginning of the play, Inherit the Wind, which portrays the Scopes Monkey trial in

fiction form, the authors Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee acknowledge that the events in the play
might have been yesterday...could be tomorrow ( 1)

. In today's society, as school curriculum is due up [awkward-- besides, curricula are always being reviewed Jto be reviewed, the topic is gaining attention and spurring controversy just as
much as it was in 1925. All the debate over "intelligent design” vs. "evolution” is in part because of several psychological elements of the human brain and sociclogical elements of
fundamentalist religion. One may ask, "Why is it such a big deal?” By looking deep within oneself or to the factors listed before, one may at least attempt to arrive at the conclusion of why

evolution is seen as a flash-point at all.

The first psychological factor of why, in general, humans have trouble with the idea of evolution is that it ultimately portrays the world and everything in it as a conseguence of random,
meaningless events. In essence, every human lives with the hope they [agreement— "every” takes singular ] are not living in vain and that they have some preconceived purpose, whether
religious ["religiously based™ or "based in religion™ ] based or not. Deep down, all humans encompass the desire to identify with something or belong; evolution degrades both of these
longings to hopeless feelings. Look at a broader spectrum, across the globe to different cultures. If one thinks about how they [agreement again— “one” certainly takes singular! ] would
react or are reacting to a similar situation, it leads one to conclude that Americans have a different type of psychology. It may stem from the "American Dream”, which encouraged that anyone
possessing the will could succeed in America. It would pose a difficult situation to try and live by both the "American Dream™ and the belief in evolution because the idea of evolution is founded
upon chance [chance AND competition--lots of room for will there! ]. Chance is another topic related to evolution which causes some to find it difficult to recognize. Why then, the enormaous
backlash against the teaching of evolution in schools? Ignorance has been a common theme of many of [lard factor ] the nation's problems throughout history, as it is in this case. People don't
want to hear what may hurt them or force them to examine their beliefs. Some may be lazy, others may fear that evolution could, in fact be true!? They take the "What [ don't know can't hurt
me”, route and instead reciprocate and channel their energy to fervently denying the case, as if that will make it untrue, or "go away.” By fighting the introduction of the topic into schools, the
older generation of "ignorants” feels they are protecting the younger, more vulnerable generation from the feelings of hopelessness inspired by evolution. Lastly, while the human life in terms of
wears is getting longer, the search for truth and purpose is taking longer. [good point! ] The truths of the past are being challenged; as humans start to age and then die, they recognize that
they are about the face the answer that they have been avoiding (or searching for) their entire lives. This can be viewed as the ultimate flash-point between the debate of science and a

Creator.

Along with the American psychological factors of the resistance to evolution there are sociological factors. The most poignant one is the tradition of religion. Since the beginning of the nation's

history, religion has been the fabric: it has held the nation together during several tragedies and acted as glue for thousands of American families. Fundamentalist Christianity has shown the

strongest opposition to evolution, and coincidently has the deepest [deep, yes; d would be ar ble ] roots in American society. The socdological argument based on tradition is stronger
than one might think. The idea that something should continue because that's how it's been is [lots of linking verbs in this short space! ]being used in the case of defending against evolution.
Change, however prevalent in our modern society, still carries a negative connotation; to Christian adherers, change in scientific explanations is especially guarded against. In a society that has
been successful raising its future generations and socializing them to the same religious standards as the previous ones any new ideas are not going to be received by open minds. As discussed
in the previous paragraph, humans possess the desire to belong, and [comma here, to set off "sociologically™ ] sociologically, it is human nature to follow the crowd. Since people have been
indoctrinated with creation-oriented origin of earth for hundreds of years, and are programmed to continue the traditions of the past as well as keep a society that holds essentially the same

wvalues, the introduction of evolution is naturally going to create tension and backlash.
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