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An Overview of Doctoral Study
in the Department of

Adult Education

During the early coursework, the student explores the
broad field of Adult Education and gets to know faculty
members, either through direct contact or by reputation.
During this period, the student is guided by an interim
advisor.

Select
dissertation
topic

Select major
professor

Working closely with the major professor, refine the topic, select the
committee, and plan the schedule for comprehensive examinations.  In
preparation for this exam, the student prepares a “program of study”
form, delineating all the coursework to be included in the doctoral
program.  Ph.D. students should also plan for the completion of the
article requirement at this time.

Comprehensive examination.  This is a 30-day take home exam in
which the student writes responses to four questions related to the
dissertation topic.  Copies of the written exam are distributed to the
committee and an oral defense is held.  Students must pass this
examination in order to continue doctoral study.  It can take up to eight
weeks to set up the examination, so plan early!

Dissertation Prospectus.  Working under the supervision of the major
professor and in conjunction with selected committee members, the
student prepares a prospectus (a carefully delineated research plan).
The prospectus typically comprises the first three chapters of the
dissertation.  When the major professor judges the prospectus as
ready, copies are distributed to the committee and an oral defense is
held.  Data collection should not be undertaken before the prospectus
is approved!

Dissertation.  Working under the supervision of the major professor
and in conjunction with selected committee members, the student
completes the dissertation research and produces the final document.
When the major professor judges the dissertation as ready, copies are
distributed to the committee and an oral defense is held.  After
revisions are made:  Graduation!


