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Learning in Retirement, Inc.
P.O. Box 49182
Athens, GA 30604-9182

Telephone: 706/549-7350
Please leave a message and
someone will return your call.

LIR Website Address:
www.athenslir.org

Registration, reservation, and
membership forms also available on
the newsletter page of the website.

LIR Email Address:
lir_ga@yahoo.com

Be sure we have your current
email address!

LIR Officers 2008-2009
James Tanner, President
William Flatt, Vice President
Peggy Cole, Secretary
Clarissa Finco, Treasurer

LIR Board of Directors
William Alworth
Anita Brannen
Kathy Gratzek
Olga Gray

Steve Kassay
Jane Kelly

Joanne Roth

Jay Shinn

John Songster
Arlene Zimmerman

LIR Committees

Activity Groups: Anita Brannen

Curriculum: Jeani Goodwin and
Joanne Roth

Finance: Barney Brannen

Historian: Terry Utz

Membership: Ray Zwaagstra

Planning and External Liaison:
John Rudy and Jay Shinn

Public Relations: Roland Brooks

Publications: Inge Whittle

Registration: Terry Caven and
Carol Gogstad

Social: Phyllis Lane

Travel/Study: Steve Kassay

LIR 2009 ANNUAL MEETING
Athens Community Council on Aging
135 Hoyt Street, Athens
Friday, May 15, 2009, 1:00-3:00

This year we will meet in the afternoon at ACCA instead of the Holiday Inn
Express for our annual meeting. Please mark the date on your calendar, look
at the budget report, slate of new officers and board members, and other
items included in this newsletter that will be discussed and voted on at the
meeting. This is our once-a-year chance as LIR members to participate in
shaping our organization into what we want it to be and how we want it to
carry out our goals. It is also a chance to thank our many volunteers.

But this meeting isn’t all about work. When the business meeting ends,
we will move right into party mode and celebrate our fifteen years in
existence with an ice-cream and cookie social. Some of the folks who have
been part of LIR since the beginning, in fact, who gave it its life, will be
recognized. So come on down and let’s work and play together on a Friday
afternoon.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

We all have been quite busy with classes, trips, events and social activities
during the past weeks. I’ve had a great time even if it was very busy. With
the wide variety of offerings of LIR, each of you should find some things of
interest. | think about 30 of us went to see Bugg’s Buggies for Funky Friday;
it was terrific!

If we’re missing the target for you, speak up and let us know what would
interest you. Jim and Nancy Heyl felt that it would be interesting to have an
educational focus on learning to play a musical instrument (for those of us
with that unrealized desire to play music). They have been investigating how
this was done at Duke University and other places and have identified a
national program called New Horizon that specifically focuses on teaching
seniors to play a new or a different musical instrument. We are exploring this
further.

| am pleased to announce that LIR now has a permanent office in River’s
Crossing. We are located in Room 120, directly behind the reception desk on
the main floor. Our graduate assistant coordinator, Jeremy Schwehm, plans
to spend several hours in the office most days so if you have not already met
him stop by and say hi. We have pretty well recovered from an unexpected
flood in the new office discovered the day we were given the key to it.
Hopefully this location will provide an accessible site for getting information
when needed. To further aid our communication, we will soon have a sign on
the door, a telephone number, and an e-mail address for the office.

| look forward to seeing you at the annual meeting of the LIR
membership on May 15.

Jim Tanner
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LIR 2009 Election of Officers and New Board Members

In accordance with LIR by-laws, the membership will vote to elect new officers and five board members for the upcoming
operational year beginning July 1, 2009. The election will be conducted at the annual meeting on May 15, 2009. For the
first time in recent history, the number of candidates exceeds the number of open positions. In order to cast a vote you must
attend the meeting.

Upon signing in, member attendees will receive a ballot that will explain the voting process. LIR president Jim Tanner will
preside over the meeting and call for you to cast your ballot by a certain hour. Ballots may be cast at the designated table.
In the event candidates receive equal vote tallies, a run-off will be conducted. Final results will be announced before the
meeting is adjourned.

The slate of nominees and offices they are seeking follows. Additional nominations are accepted from the floor at the annual
meeting. The nominees will be wearing distinctive name tags. Before the meeting begins, speak with them and learn more

about their interests in running for office.

Nominees for Officers

PRESIDENT

Joanne Roth - Joanne moved to Georgia in 2007. She
currently serves on the LIR board and is a member of the
curriculum committee. Her background and education
include being an illustrator, commercial and fine artist,
graphic designer, and working in advertising and other
aspects of the marketing field. Joanne is extremely excited
about the coming growth and its potential for LIR

VICE PRESIDENT

John Songster - John and his wife, Nancy, moved to
Athens in December 2004 and became members of LIR
the next year. Before retirement, John’s career was spent
in small business consultation and corporate executive
management. He has participated in all aspects of LIR
activities, served on committees, formed a cycling interest
group, and holds an expiring board of directors position.
John is keen on successful implementation of the Osher
Foundation grant and pursuit of future awards, leading to
greater LIR impact on the surrounding area.

TREASURER

Terry Caven - Terry and his wife, Sherry, have been
members of LIR for three years. Terry is a graduate of the
University of Kansas (B.A.) and Golden Gate University
(M.P.A)). He is aretired U.S. Navy Supply Corps Officer
and retired UGA staff employee serving in various fiscal
positions that include budget department manager and
business manager for The College of Education and
University Food Services. He also volunteers as an AARP
tax aide. Currently Terry co-chairs the registration
committee with Carol Gogstad.

SECRETARY
No candidate at time of publication.

Nominees for Board of Directors

Jim Becker - Jim was born in lowa and graduated from
lowa State with a B.S. in electrical engineering. He
enjoyed a successful career in industrial plant and general
management. Jim returned to Athens after a nearly
20-year absence and considers it one of his best moves,
saying, “some of my family is here and this is where | met
my wife, Carolyn. We both enjoy LIR immensely.”

Sally Bolemon - Sally was born and raised in Athens. She
and her husband, Mike Smith, live in Danielsville. Retired
after 30 years of teaching in Madison County, Sally is
currently president of the Madison County Retired
Educators Association. Her hobbies include jogging,
biking, playing tennis, exercising, LIR, reading, painting,
and just about any “people-oriented” activities. She
enjoys being a member of LIR and says that “it is a
critical part of my continued desire to grow intellectually,
emotionally, socially, and physically.”

Nancy Canolty - A native Hoosier, Nancy moved to
Georgia in 1980 after living in California for 10 years.
She has been a member of LIR since retiring from the
UGA faculty in 2004. Three years ago Nancy co-founded
SoloSENIORS, a group within the UGA Alumni
Association for single men and women at least 50 years of
age.

Carol Gogstad - Carol moved to Athens 2 years ago. She
completed undergraduate and graduate education in
California and then taught and directed programs from
preschool through college. She has worked for two
nonprofit social service agencies and served on
community committees. She has enjoyed classes and
activities offered by LIR and presently Carol co-chairs the
registration committee with Terry Caven. In May she will
begin to serve as vice president of the Friends of the
Athens-Clarke County Library Board. Carol feels that
serving on the LIR board to help make the transition
needed to meet the Bernard Osher Grant would be
rewarding.
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Howard Leeb - Howard and his wife, Ruth, have been
Athens residents for 4% years and LIR members probably
equally as long. Howard graduated from Wayne State
University in business administration and went on to do
graduate work at DePaul University in Chicago. He is a
retired foreign service officer, having served the U.S.
Information Agency throughout the world and in
Washington, D.C. He is still fluent in Spanish and
remains intensely interested in foreign affairs.

Bob Leventry - Bob graduated from Cornell University
with a B.S. in engineering and an M.B.A. He served in
Korea. After completing a 28-year career in business,
Bob and his wife, Marjorie, joined the Peace Corps. From
1997 until 2006 Bob was a workshop chair with SCORE
where he also learned the art of grant proposal writing.
Bob and Marjorie will give a workshop for LIR in
November of this year.

Ron Linhart - Ron earned an undergraduate degree from
the University of California-Riverside and did graduate
work toward an M.B.A. at UCLA and an M.A. in
criminalistics at California State University. Now happily
retired from Los Angeles County after 33 years as a
forensic scientist, he and his wife of 40 years, Rosi, attend
LIR classes. Ron presented a Lunch and Learn program
for LIR in 2008.

June Mazur - A native of Atlanta, June has made her
home in Athens for a little over a year. She earned a B.A.
in English from Emory University and taught in Atlanta
prior to becoming a flight attendant for Delta Air Lines.
June retired in 2001 after 35 years. She is a member of
SoloSENIORS. June chose to move to Athens because of
the LIR and enthusiastically claims that “life-long
learning has been my joy.”

Teresa Morris - Born and raised in Memphis, Teresa has
spent most of her adult life in Atlanta. She recently retired
after 25+ years in the Telecommunications Industry
primarily focused in marketing and sales. Teresa and her
husband, Royce, relocated to Greensboro, Ga., four years
ago. Involved in the community, Teresa is currently
serving a second year as co-chairman for a local charity
event, now in 10th year, which has provided
approximately $210,000 for local charities. Teresa attends
and enjoys many LIR classes.

[Outgoing officers are president James Tanner, vice
president Bill Flatt, treasurer Clarissa Finco, and
secretary Peggy Cole. The five board members whose
terms will expire are Anita Brannen, Kathy Gratzek, Jane
Kelley, Jay Shinn, and John Songster.]

LATE SPRING 2009 SOCIAL EVENTS

Dinner at Hilltop Grille

Thursday, May 7, 6:00

May is the month of flowers and thoughts of the
countryside, which makes dining on a hilltop seem most
appropriate. The Hilltop Grille is on Broad Street, west of
the intersection of Alps/Hawthorne Roads near the
Hampton Court Inn. Make your reservation by Monday,
May 4, by calling Phyllis Lane at 706-548-1606.

Morning Coffee

Wednesday, May 20, 10:00

Barnes & Noble Booksellers is our destination for coffee
and books, magazines, etc., and some fellowship as our
spring social events draw to a close. Among many
delectable items, the store’s café nook also offers
cheesecake from the Cheese Cake Factory for those who
want to indulge.

__%_

On Attempting a Celebration Ode
for “Learning in Retirement”

A special 15th year anniversary gift for LIR
from James Kissane

LIR has now reached the ripe age of fifteen;

But my muse asks the question: “Just what does age
mean?”

Our car (a blue Honda) is that old exactly,

And when I examine it matter-of-factly,

It's clear that we’re driving an old Civic ruin.

Should we help the Recovery and purchase a new one?

The shocking truth is that the cost to replace it

Far exceeds that of a new diamond bracelet!

In that light our old heap shines almost like new,

So now we see age from a fresh point of view.

Age, then, is relative-quite a dilemma-

And speaking of relatives, what about Emma,

My granddaughter? She, too, is fifteen,

As bright as a button, betwixt and between

A girl and a grown-up. On her it looks fine,

But her kid brother Will thinks she’s well past her
prime.

Fifteen’s a good age; and if you stick at it

That long, it should count as a comforting habit.

So it is with retirement and our group by that name:

We're old, yet we’re young; we’re still learning the
game.
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Late Spring Events for Your Calendar VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

Thursday, April 30 Afternoon Coffee at De Palma’s April is traditionally National Volunteer Appreciation

) - Month, so we all want to take this opportunity to
Monday, May 4 'I&‘génlz Central Intelligence sincerely thank our members who graciously
Thursday, May 7 Dignneryat Hilltop Grille volunteer their time, energy, and talents to LIR.
Friday, May 15 Annual LIR Meeting at ACCA Your commitment and effort make it :
: possible for LIR to
Wednesday, May 20 Nlll%rl:r)lllgg Coffee at Barnes & be a successful and an exceptional member driven

organization. Thank you. You make us very proud.

= LIR membership expires June 30, 2009! Don’t forget to send your 2009-2010 dues.
Membership, registration and reservation forms may be printed from the LIR website www.athenslir.org

OSHER
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Items to be discussed at the 2009 ANNUAL MEETING
FIRST: Proposed Change in Parking Tag Purchase to Reduce Cost and Waste

1. Itis proposed that each member request the number of parking tags he/she individually will need and
pay $2/tag with their registration fees. Each member becomes responsible for buying only those tags
he/she expects to use. No refunds.

2. Itis proposed that the course cost be reduced by $1/session (from $5 to $4) to offset the original
built-in cost for the parking tag fee (set prior to UGA’s price increase).

3. LIR would purchase the parking tags in volume to include in the registration packet and for hand out
at live registration.

4. LIR would provide parking tags required by committee members, officers, and board members, etc.,
for meetings called at River’s Crossing.

Rationale for the Changes

Parking tags are an essential feature of LIR’s curriculum offered at River’s Crossing. Two changes in
policy at the university have necessitated exploring alternative methods for providing these parking tags.
First: UGA discontinued refunds or replacement for unused parking tags last year. Therefore, our past
practice of purchasing more than enough tags for everyone’s needs is uneconomical. New parking tags
are issued each year beginning July 1 and are only good for 12 months. Note: the $40 citation cost (paid
by the individual receiving it) for not using a current parking tag is the same as for not using any parking
tag.

SECOND: UGA has doubled the price from $1/tag to $2/tag.

We have tried to purchase parking tags more carefully to match the needs of members attending classes
but with cancellation of classes, car pooling, and tricky guesswork as to other needs we found that we
were purchasing too many parking tags, resulting in a waste of money.

We are proposing to change the registration for classes and reduce the price per session to $4/session and
have each member registering for classes indicate how many parking tags he/she will require and add
$2/tag to the registration cost.

Jim offers an illustration: “My wife and | have decided to both enroll in the “String of Pearls” writing
class which is scheduled for 8 sessions, and | will also enroll in a 4-session music class on the same day
of the week but an hour later than the writing class. We expect to carpool but will be on a trip out of state
and miss the 7th session. Here are our new registration costs: Kay - $40 for annual membership and $32
for class (8 sessions @ $4 each): total $72; Jim - $40 for annual membership and $48 for class (12
sessions @ $4 each) and $14 for parking tags (7 tags @ $2 each): total $102.”

In the past LIR would have purchased 20 parking tags, sending 8 to Kay and 12 to Jim. The 13 unused
tags might or might not have been utilized by someone else. Under the proposed system each member
would be able to purchase only the number or tags that he/she expects to use, saving both LIR and its
members money. We will still purchase some additional parking tags to provide parking for those
occasions calling for a special meeting at River’s Crossing. We will clearly indicate in the newsletter
prior to registration the classes that will not be held at River’s Crossing and thus will not require UGA
parking tags.





