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Through a photograph of his great-grandmother, Glickman related his familyOseducational challenges, emphasizing
that the role of educators is to extend the natural love they have for their own children to every student that enters
their classroom, and through constant challenges and support help those students leave with the ability to Otaketheir
rightful place at the table of democracy.O

Glickman: Educators Must Spark a Change to Deliver on
Promise of Public Education

Carl Glickman, scholar-in-residence in the educational administration and policy
program at UGA, cited the importance of democracy in improving public school
education in a recent lecture at the College of Education.

MATTHEW HUNT ABJ 'o5 | NOV 14, 2006

B Email Ad evast ating stud enta chiev ement gap anda decl inei npar ticip atory citi zensh ipha ve
man ifest edth emsel vesi nthe U.S. thro ugha rigi dpub lic school syst emco ntent with
ép””t ant iquat edgo als, impra ctica I tes tsan dmin imum requi remen ts, andit Osuptoc urren tand
future educa tors tosp arka chan gein this syst em, said C arlG lickm an, s chola r-in- resid ence inth e
ed ucati onal admin istra tion andp olicy prog ram.
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Th e con venti onal wisdo mabo ut schools , edu catio n, cu rricu lum, resou rce a lloca tion, econ omic

st ratif icati onan dstu dent achie vemen t mus tbe repla cedw itha deep erun derst andin gand imag inati onof
th erol eof educa tion, the capacityo fedu cator sand ways ofi ntell ectua lly ¢ halle nging all stude ntst o
connect lear ning toa revit alize ddem ocrat ic society for all, hesa id.

Glickma nOs addres sto asta nding -room -only
crowdi nal arge Colle geof Educ ation

classro om hi ghlig hted ther eala chiev ement ,
economi cand citi zensh ipga pin Ameri caan d
wh ated ucati onle aders can doB with the

pu blic atla rgeb tod elive ron thep romis e of
pu blic educa tion.

Onlyw hene ducat orsb egin tous ethe ir
mindsw ell, will stude ntsf ollow suit ,Ohe
said.

The U.S .ran ks 14 Otho utof 163 count ries in
th e per centa geof citi zens whov ote, anda

ma jorit yof adult Amer icans don otpa rtici pate
in any meeti ngst hatm ayhe Ipso Ivel ocal or
statei ssues rece ntst atist ics show, said
Glickma nin thes peech titl ed, OComin gto
Public Judgm ent: Power ful S chool s, Po werfu |
Ed ucati on, P owerf ulPu rpose .0

A former University Professor, Glickman founded the
Georgia League of Professional Schools, a nationally
validated network of K-12 schools devoted to democratic
learning of all students.

OThede cline ind emocr acyi sref lecte din the
kn owled gean d att itude sof oury outh who
ha vefu rther edth edec line usher edin byt he
ba bybo omge nerat ion,0 he's aid.

In his book, Revolutionizing America’s Schools, Glic kman penne dthe phra se: Odemoc racy ined ucati on.O
He said hem eant that educa tion isno tso much ford emocr acya sdem ocrac yis them ostp owerf ulwa yof
le arnin g. OThisi sour civi cand demo crati ¢ mis sion of sc hools ,and wea refa iling badl y,0he sai d. OWe are
notag oode xampl eof what we as koth erco untri esto do.O

An other nati onal study show eda large perc entag eof paren tsbe lieve that the No Child Left Behind Act

(N CLB) is Oactual lyhu rting thei r[ch ildre nOs] schoo IO by narr owing curr iculu ms to thos esub jects test ed by
NCLB le gisla tion andt hatu seof asi ngle test tome asure acco untab ility Odoes not prov idea fair pict ureo f
wh at student shav elea med. O

Another surv eysh owed 71pe rcent ofa dults beli evep repar ings tuden ts Otobe compe tent, resp onsib le
partici pants ino urde mocra tic societ ysho uldb ethe seco ndhi ghest prio rity of sc hools , secondt othe

te achin gof readi ng, m atha ndsc ience ,and more impo rtant than prep aring stud ents forc olleg eor for

wo rk.

OAmeric ahas neve rbee nthe demo cracy itp urpor ts to bef oral lof its member sand that isw hyth e mos t
im porta ntas pect ofci tizen ship isto thin kfre elya ndpo into utwh ereb asa societyb weh aveg onew rong
andhow wea reto get itri ghto rbet terf orth enex tgen erati on,O Glick mans aid.

Through aph otogr apho fhis grea t-gra ndmot her, Glick manr elate d his fami lyOseduca tiona | cha lleng es,
em phasi zing that ther oleo fedu cator sis toex tend then atura llov ethe yhav efor thei rown chil dren to
everys tuden ttha tent erst heir class room, and throu ghco nstan tcha lleng esan dsup port help those
student slea vewi thth eabi lity toOtaket heir right fulp lace atth etab leof demo cracy .O

Thepre senta tion was sponso redb ythe coll egeOsDean Os Caincil onD ivers itya ndth edep artme ntof
lifelon gedu catio n,ad minis trati on,a ndpo licy.

A forme rUni versi ty Pr ofess or, G lickm anfo unded the Georg ialLe ague of Pr ofess ional Scho ols, anat ional ly
va lidat edne twork ofK -12s chool s dev oted tode mocra tic learni ngof all stude nts.

During more than twod ecade sat UGA, Glick manh aswr itten 13b ooks on sc hool leade rship ,edu catio nal



re newal and them oral imper ative ofe ducat ion. Hist extbo ok, SuperVision and Instructional L eadership,
wr itten with Stev e Gor dona ndJo vita Ross- Gordo n,is now init s sev enth editi onan drem ains alea ding

te xtin the field . His book , Revolutionizing America’s Schools (199 7),i sreg arded aso neof the semin al
wo rks 0 ndem ocrac yand publ ic ed ucati on. H is ed ited book, Letters tothe Next President: What We Can
Do About the Real Crisis in Public Education(2 004), was chose none oft hetw omos tout stand ingb ooks in
ed ucati onin 2004 by Foreword Magazine. A newe ditio nof theb ooki sexp ected prio rto then ext

pr eside ntial prim aries .

Glickma nis afou nding memb erof The Forum for Educa tion andD emocr acy, apro gress ive e ducat ionp olicy
center, and serve son thes teeri ngco mmitt eeof the Natio nal C ampai gnfo rthe Civi ¢ Mission of Sc hools ,

co-chai redb ySan draD ay OOConno rand Roy Romer (www .civi cmiss ionof schoo Is.or g).H ehas also serv ed
on the board sof Kids Votin g U.S .A. andth e Nat ional Comm issio nfor Serv ice L earni ng.

Ma tthew Hunt was acCol lege of Educati onpu blica tions assi stant in2 006.

Top of Page



