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Through a photograph of his great-grandmother, Glickman related his familyÕs educational challenges, emphasizing
that the role of educators is to extend the natural love they have for their own children to every student that enters
their classroom, and through constant challenges and support help those students leave with the ability to Òtake their
rightful place at the table of democracy.Ó

Glickman: Educators Must Spark a Change to Deliver on 
Promise of Public Education

Carl Glickman, scholar-in-residence in the educational administration and policy 
program at UGA, cited the importance of democracy in improving public school 
education in a recent lecture at the College of Education.
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A d evast ating  stud ent a chiev ement  gap and a  decl ine i n par ticip atory  citi zensh ip ha ve
man ifest ed th emsel ves i n the  U.S.  thro ugh a  rigi d pub lic s chool  syst em co ntent  with

ant iquat ed go als, impra ctica l tes ts an d min imum requi remen ts, a nd it Õs up to c urren t and

fu ture educa tors to sp ark a  chan ge in  this  syst em, s aid C arl G lickm an, s chola r-in- resid ence in th e
ed ucati onal admin istra tion and p olicy  prog ram.



A for mer U niver sity Profe ssor,  Glic kman found ed th e
Georg ia Le ague of Pr ofess ional  Scho ols, a nat ional l y
valid ated netwo rk of  K-12  scho ols d evote d to democ ratic
learn ing o f all  stud ents.
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Th e con venti onal wisdo m abo ut sc hools , edu catio n, cu rricu lum, resou rce a lloca tion,  econ omic

st ratif icati on an d stu dent achie vemen t mus t be repla ced w ith a  deep er un derst andin g and  imag inati on of
th e rol e of educa tion,  the capac ity o f edu cator s and  ways  of i ntell ectua lly c halle nging  all stude nts t o

co nnect  lear ning to a revit alize d dem ocrat ic so ciety  for all, he sa id.

Gl ickma nÕs addres s to a sta nding -room -only

cr owd i n a l arge Colle ge of  Educ ation
cl assro om hi ghlig hted the r eal a chiev ement ,

ec onomi c and  citi zensh ip ga p in Ameri ca an d
wh at ed ucati on le aders  can do Ð with the

pu blic at la rge Ð  to d elive r on the p romis e of
pu blic educa tion.

ÒOnly w hen e ducat ors b egin to us e the ir

mi nds w ell, will stude nts f ollow  suit ,Ó he

sa id.

Th e U.S . ran ks 14 0th o ut of  163 count ries in
th e per centa ge of  citi zens who v ote, and a

ma jorit y of adult  Amer icans  do n ot pa rtici pate
in  any meeti ngs t hat m ay he lp so lve l ocal or

st ate i ssues  rece nt st atist ics s how, said
Gl ickma n in the s peech  titl ed, ÒComin g to

Pu blic Judgm ent: Power ful S chool s, Po werfu l
Ed ucati on, P owerf ul Pu rpose .Ó

ÒThe de cline  in d emocr acy i s ref lecte d in the
kn owled ge an d att itude s of our y outh who

ha ve fu rther ed th e dec line usher ed in  by t he
ba by bo om ge nerat ion,Ó he s aid.

In  his book,  Revo lutionizing America’ s Schools,  Glic kman penne d the  phra se: Òdemoc racy in ed ucati on.Ó

He  said  he m eant that educa tion is no t so much for d emocr acy a s dem ocrac y is the m ost p owerf ul wa y of
le arnin g. ÒThis i s our  civi c and  demo crati c mis sion of sc hools , and  we a re fa iling  badl y,Ó h e sai d. ÒWe are

no t a g ood e xampl e of what we as k oth er co untri es to  do.Ó

An other  nati onal study  show ed a large  perc entag e of paren ts be lieve  that  the No Ch ild Left Behind  Act

(N CLB) is Òactual ly hu rting  thei r [ch ildre nÕs] schoo lÓ by narr owing  curr iculu ms to  thos e sub jects  test ed by
NC LB le gisla tion and t hat u se of  a si ngle test to me asure  acco untab ility  Òdoes not  prov ide a  fair  pict ure o f

wh at st udent s hav e lea rned. Ó

An other  surv ey sh owed 71 pe rcent  of a dults  beli eve p repar ing s tuden ts Òto be compe tent,  resp onsib le
pa rtici pants  in o ur de mocra tic s ociet y sho uld b e the  seco nd hi ghest  prio rity of sc hools , sec ond t o the

te achin g of readi ng, m ath a nd sc ience , and  more  impo rtant  than  prep aring  stud ents for c olleg e or for
wo rk.

ÒAmeric a has  neve r bee n the  demo cracy  it p urpor ts to  be f or al l of its m ember s and  that  is w hy th e mos t
im porta nt as pect of ci tizen ship is to  thin k fre ely a nd po int o ut wh ere Ð  as a  soci ety Ð  we h ave g one w rong

an d how  we a re to  get it ri ght o r bet ter f or th e nex t gen erati on,Ó Glick man s aid.

Th rough  a ph otogr aph o f his  grea t-gra ndmot her, Glick man r elate d his  fami lyÕs educa tiona l cha lleng es,
em phasi zing that the r ole o f edu cator s is to ex tend the n atura l lov e the y hav e for  thei r own  chil dren to

ev ery s tuden t tha t ent ers t heir class room,  and throu gh co nstan t cha lleng es an d sup port help those
st udent s lea ve wi th th e abi lity to Òt ake t heir right ful p lace at th e tab le of  demo cracy .Ó

Th e pre senta tion was s ponso red b y the  coll egeÕs Dean Õs Council  on D ivers ity a nd th e dep artme nt of
li felon g edu catio n, ad minis trati on, a nd po licy.

A forme r Uni versi ty Pr ofess or, G lickm an fo unded  the Georg ia Le ague of Pr ofess ional  Scho ols, a nat ional ly

va lidat ed ne twork  of K -12 s chool s dev oted to de mocra tic l earni ng of  all stude nts.

Du ring more than two d ecade s at UGA, Glick man h as wr itten  13 b ooks on sc hool leade rship , edu catio nal



re newal  and the m oral imper ative  of e ducat ion. His t extbo ok, SuperV ision  and Instructional Leadership,

wr itten  with  Stev e Gor don a nd Jo vita Ross- Gordo n, is  now in it s sev enth editi on an d rem ains a lea ding
te xt in  the field . His  book , Revolutionizing America ’s Schools  (199 7), i s reg arded  as o ne of  the semin al

wo rks o n dem ocrac y and  publ ic ed ucati on. H is ed ited book,  Letters to the  Next  Pres ident : What We Can
Do About the  Real  Cris is in  Publ ic Educati on (2 004),  was chose n one  of t he tw o mos t out stand ing b ooks in

ed ucati on in  2004  by Foreword Magazine. A new e ditio n of the b ook i s exp ected  prio r to the n ext

pr eside ntial  prim aries .

Gl ickma n is a fou nding  memb er of  The Forum  for Educa tion and D emocr acy , a pro gress ive e ducat ion p olicy
ce nter,  and serve s on the s teeri ng co mmitt ee of  the Natio nal C ampai gn fo r the  Civi c Mis sion of Sc hools ,

co -chai red b y San dra D ay OÕConno r and  Roy Romer  (www .civi cmiss ionof schoo ls.or g). H e has  also  serv ed
on  the board s of Kids Votin g U.S .A. a nd th e Nat ional  Comm issio n for  Serv ice L earni ng.

Ma tthew  Hunt  was a Col lege of Ed ucati on pu blica tions  assi stant  in 2 006. 
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