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A solid body of research demonstrates that building respectful and trusting relationships
among educators, families, and community members leads to increased student achievement.
How have schools and diverse families throughout the country formed partnerships that
increase student learning? In this interactive session we’ll examine the role of dialogue in
creating family-school partnerships for student learning, including ways teachers and parents
together can explore their rich and diverse cultural perspectives through storytelling and
cultural memoir; the power of learning from families through home visits, photography, and
cultural informants; the importance of establishing and sustaining genuine dialogue at school
conferences, open houses, and other classroom projects, as well as through home-school
journals and sharing family stories; and ways families, schools, and communities can
collaborate for a more democratic society.
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