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by a vo te of i n tern a ti onal participants and
t h eir te ach ers .

Last ye a r ’s topics were sports med i c i n e ,E -
com m erce ,n a n o tech n o l ogy and DNA iden ti f i-
c a ti on – not standard curricular fare for most
s ch oo l s .

S tu dents begin with re s e a rch . Th ey inve s ti-
ga te scien ce , tech n o l ogy, d a t a ,i s sues and
trends rel a ted to a top i c . Nex t ,s tu dents use the
s i x - s tep Cre a tive Probl em So lving Process to :

1) iden tify the ch a ll en ges in a “ Futu re
S cen e” – a situ a ti on set in the futu re in a ch o-
s en topic are a ;

2) sel ect an underlying ch a ll en ge for cre-
a tive attack ;

3) gen era te soluti on ide a s ;
4) devel op cri teria to eva lu a te the soluti on

i de a s .S tu dents use gen era ting stra tegies su ch
as bra i n s torming and focusing tools su ch as
“Al o U ”( Adva n t a ge s / L i m i t a ti ons to
Overcom e / Un i que Po ten ti a l ) ;

5) sel ect a best soluti on idea and;
6) el a bora te a best soluti on ide a .
S tu dents who parti c i p a te in Com mu n i ty

Probl em So lving use the same process to iden-
tify and ad d ress a ch a ll en ge in the com mu n i ty,
wh i ch can be as small as the cl a s s room or as
l a r ge as the gl obal vi ll a ge .

S cen a rio wri ters stu dy the topics and use
the process and wri ting skills to cre a te image s
of po s s i ble futu re outcom e s . The Scen a ri o
Wri ting com pon ent strives to en l a r ge , en ri ch
and make the stu den t s’ pers pective of t h e
f utu re more acc u ra te .

The Acti on - Ba s ed Com pon ent (AbPS) is
de s i gn ed spec i f i c a lly for use in regular cl a s s-
room s . AbPS en ga ges stu dents in learn i n g,
con s tru cting meaning, and app lying the cre-
a tive probl em - s o lving process to real life situ a-
ti on s . It introdu ces te ach ers and stu dents to
c re a tive probl em solving and high-
er- l evel thinking in a hands-on
m a n n er. It is de s i gn ed to guide stu-
dents into com mu n i ty acti on .

Why do stu dents parti c i p a te in
Futu re Probl em So lving? Why do
t h ey stay after sch ool to re s e a rch
and discuss topics and issues that
re ach far beyond the regular cur-
ri c u lum and of ten times is far
rem oved from their regular ex peri-
en ce? Why do they practi ce cre a tive
and cri tical thinking skills that are
not requ i red for sch ool? 

Con s i der these com m en t s
Torra n ce recen t ly received from a
group of ch i l d ren :

“ It helps us think bet ter and more qu i ck ly.”
“ It has hel ped me to devel op my deeper

thinking skills and to re a l i ze that I can make a

d i f feren ce in the worl d .”
“ It’s fun!”
“ It bri n gs out the best in me and the

f ri ends I have made thro u gh your bra i n ch i l d
( F P S P ) .”

“ It helps me think in new ways .”
“Thank you for giving me a ch a n ce to use

my talents for som ething that is actu a lly a
ch a ll en ge .”

“ It could even help us actu a lly solve re a l
probl ems in the futu re .”

“ If kids are the futu re ,t h en you hel ped to
bet ter prep a re the futu re .”

Re s e a rch on the cre a tive and cogn i tive out-
comes of the program con ti nu e s .

Gwynn Powell , an assistant profe s s or in
rec re a ti on and lei su re studies in the co ll ege ,i s
s eeking a grant to re s e a rch FPSP as a rec re-
a ti onal (afters ch ool) activi ty and to stu dy its
i m p act on cogn i tive proce s s e s .

Powell ’s own parti c i p a ti on in FPSP as a
teen a ger led to her interest in ex p l oring the
progra m’s impact . She rem em bers the ex h i l a-
ra ti on and active natu re of the program and
wants to ex p l ore its ef fect on the devel opm en t
of h i gh er level thinking skill s .

Coaches who have worked with the pro-
gram of ten com m ent on the  phys i c a l , “el ec-
tri c” n a tu re of teams who are en ga ged in the
c re a tive probl em - s o lving proce s s .

E du c a ti on stu dents in the hon ors progra m
at the Un ivers i ty of Con n ecti c ut who parti c i-
p a ted in a six-week FPSP training co u rse earl i-
er this year reported a high er sense of s elf- ef f i-
c ac y. Su rely, this could be a ga lvanizing ch a rac-
teri s tic for novi ce te ach ers!  

Jerry Rogers , a reti red Cl a rke Co u n ty
s ch oo l te ach er, FPSP coach and curri c u lu m
coord i n a tor, has con ti nu ed to remain active in
FPSP men tori n g, training and sharing of h i s

FPSP ex peri en ce with te ach ers
a round the state .

Rogers is curren t ly co - pre s i den t
of the Northeast Geor gia distri ct of
the Geor gia Re ading Co u n c i l . He
recen t ly wro te an arti cle in the
G eor gia Jo u rnal of Re ading to uti n g
the use of FPSP stu den t - wri t ten sce-
n a rios as a tool in the cl a s s room .

Rogers is not alon e . Ma ny wh o
h ave reti red from te aching rem a i n
active in their FPSP coach i n g
c a reers , ef fectively con tri buting to
t h eir form er sch ools and com mu n i-
ties thro u gh their invo lvem en t . In
s peaking with an FPSP stu den t ,
coach or form er parti c i p a n t , on e

gets the sense that there may be no bet ter way
to prep a re young people for a po s i tive and
produ ctive futu re .

Bi ll Ch i t ti ck , profe s s or of po l i tical scien ce at
U G A , uses the stru ctu re and process skills of
FPSP each year to prep a re hon ors practi c u m
s tu dents for parti c i p a ti on in the Model UN
Team Com peti ti on . He first recogn i zed the
ben efits of the sys tem a tic te aching of t h e
Cre a tive Probl em - So lving Process wh en his
d a u gh ter parti c i p a ted in FPSP as a stu den t .

L a u ra Ad a n g, a firs t - year stu dent in the
MD/PhD program at the Un ivers i ty of
Vi r gi n i a , ref l ects on her ex peri en ce with the
FPSP as a young Geor gia sch oo l ch i l d .

“ It was one of the most important pro-
grams of my pre - co ll ege edu c a ti on . It shaped
the way I examine and analy ze situ a ti on s
everyd ay. Th ro u gh the thought proce s s e s
en co u ra ged by the progra m ,m a ny probl ems of
a gl obal scale can be tra n s form ed into a per-
s on a lly attainable goa l ,” she says . “ It taught me
to focus my atten ti on on fixing the small er,
m ore manage a ble issues that are part of t h e
overa ll probl em . Futu re Probl em So lvi n g,
m ore than anything else in my life ,h on ed my
c re a tivi ty and abi l i ty to con c retely state my
a b s tract ide a s . It was not just a rec re a ti on a l
clu b ; it was my out l et for cre a tivi ty that hon e s t-
ly hel ped to shape the way I vi ew the worl d .”

Cre a tive Probl em - So lving is a requ i red part
of G eor gi a’s gi f ted curri c u lu m . For this re a s on ,
or perhaps because gi f ted program coord i n a-
tors of ten have more freedom to de s i gn and to
i m p l em ent innova tive curri c u lu m , FPSP is
of ten perceived as a program on ly for “gi f ted
s tu den t s .” However, the con ten t ,s k i lls and
process of fered by FPSP are appropri a te and
i m portant for all stu dents! Ye a rly topics and
process skills integra te well into scien ce ,s oc i a l
s tu d i e s , and language art s .

In Geor gi a , the program takes many for-
mats from small , com peti tive teams to wh o l e
con ten t - a rea cl a s s room stu dy and even after-
s ch ool en ri ch m ent progra m s . It is flex i ble and
i n ex pen s ive to implem ent – but not easy.

Te ach ers who ch oose to implem ent FPSP in
order to ex p l ore unu sual ide a s , ch a ll en ges and
po s s i bi l i ties with stu dents are not ord i n a ry.
Th ey are en er geti c ,c re a tive and ded i c a ted .
Th ey of fer stu dents the cri tical and cre a tive
tools to con s tru ct po s i tive futu re s . If you are
lu cky en o u gh to have one of t h em in yo u r
s ch ool sys tem , give them a hand and a hu g.
You wi ll be su pporting the po s s i bi l i ty of m a ny
bri ght futu res for Geor gi a’s young peop l e . ■

Lee Pi l grim is co - coo rd i n a tor for the Ge o rgi a
Fu tu re Probl em Solving Pro gram and can be
co n t a cted at l p i l g r i m @ c o e. u g a . e d u .
For more about Ge o rgi a’s Fu tu re Probl em
S olving Pro gram vi s i t :
w w w. c o e. u g a . e d u / f p s p /

Mem bers of Al p s
Road Elem en t a ry
S ch ool ’s Fu tu re
Probl em Solvi n g
team in Clarke
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